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TUNISIA 
 

CRC (ARMED CONFLICT) 

 

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS 

(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification, 

accession or succession) 

 

Declaration: 

 

In accordance with article 3, paragraph 2, of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights 

of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, the Republic of Tunisia declares the 

following: 

 

Under Tunisian law, the minimum age for voluntary recruitment of Tunisian citizens into the 

armed forces is 18 years. 

 

In accordance with article 1 of Act No. 51-1989 of 14 March 1989 on military service, "all citizens 

aged 20 shall perform national service in person, except in the case of a medically certified 

impediment. 

 

However, citizens may, at their request, and with the consent of their legal guardian, perform 

military service at the age of 18 years, subject to the approval of the Secretary General of the 

Ministry of Defence." 

 

In accordance with article 27 of Act No. 51-1989 of 14 March 1989 on military service, "any 

citizen between the ages of 18 and 23 may be admitted into military schools subject to such 

conditions as may be determined by the Secretary General of the Ministry of Defence. 

 

Young people who have not attained the age of majority must first get the consent of their legal 

guardian; in such case, the first year of service shall count towards the fulfilment of military service 

obligations and be considered as enlistment before call-up." 

 

Articles 1 and 27 of the Act of 14 March 1989 provide legal safeguards for citizens under the age 

of 18 years, since acceptance into national military service or recruitment into the armed forces is 

on a strictly voluntary basis. 

 


