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With regard to the reservation made by Qatar upon accession:

The Government of the Kingdom of Spain has examined the reservation made by the Government
of the State of Qatar on 14 December 2001 to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights
of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, concerning any
provisions in the protocol that are in conflict with the Islamic Shariah.

The Government of the Kingdom of Spain considers that this reservation, which refers in a general
way to Islamic law without specifying its content, creates doubts among the other States parties about
the extent to which the State of Qatar commits itself to comply with the Optional Protocol. 

The Government of the Kingdom of Spain is of the view that the reservation by the Government of
the State of Qatar is incompatible with the object and purpose of the said Optional Protocol, since
it refers to the Protocol as a whole and could seriously restrict or even exclude its application on a
basis as ill-defined as the general reference to the Islamic Shariah. 

Therefore, the Government of the Kingdom of Spain objects to the above-mentioned reservation by
the Government of the State of Qatar to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. 

This objection shall not preclude the entry into force of the said Optional Protocol between the
Kingdom of Spain and the State of Qatar.


