PORTUGAL

CRC OPTIONAL PROTOCOL (ARMED CONFLICT)

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,

accession or succession)
Upon signature:
Declaration:

"Concerning article 2 of the Protocol, the Portuguese Republic considering that it would have preferred
the Protocol to exclude all types or recruitment of persons under the age of 18 years - whether this
recruitment is voluntary or not, declares that it will apply its domestic legislation which prohibits the
voluntary recruitment of persons under the age of 18 years and will deposit a binding declaration, in
conformity with paragraph 2 ofarticle 3 of the Protocol, setting forth 18 years as the minimum age for
voluntary recruitment in Portugal.”

Upon ratification:

Declaration:

"The Government of Portugal declares, in accordance with article 3, paragraph 2, of the Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict

that the minimum age for any recruitment - including voluntary - of persons into its national armed
forces is 18 years. This age limit is already contained in the Portuguese domestic legislation."
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