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CCPR OPTIONAL PROTOCOL

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,
accession or succession)

Subject to the following reservation to article 5, paragraph 2: "... The Committee shall not have
competence to consider a communication from an individual if the same matter has already been
examined under other procedures of international investigation or settlement."

OBJECTIONS MADE TO OTHER STATES PARTIES RESERVATIONS AND
DECLARATIONS
(Ed. note: for the text targeted by the following objection, see the Reservations and Declarations
of the State which is the subject of the objection)

6 August 1999

With regard to the reservation made by Trinidad and Tobago upon accession:

"The Government of Norway considers that the object and purpose of the Optional Protocol is to
contribute to securing the compliance with the provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights by strengthening the position of the individual under the Covenant. Due to the
universality of all Human Rights, the right to petition, which is enshrined in article 1 of the Optional
Protocol, must apply to all individuals that are subject to the State Party's jurisdiction. Further,
denying the benefits of the Optional Protocol in relation to the Covenant to a vulnerable group of
individuals will contribute to further weakening of that group's position which the Government of
Norway considers to be contrary to the object and
purpose of the Optional Protocol.

Further, the Government of Norway is concerned with regard to the procedure followed by Trinidad
and Tobago. The Government of Norway considers the denunciation of the Optional Protocol
followed by a re-accession upon which a reservation is entered, as a circumvention of established
rules of the law of treaties that prohibit the submission of reservations after ratification.

For these reasons, the Government of Norway objects to the reservation made by Trinidad and
Tobago.

This objection shall not preclude the entry into force of the Optional Protocol between the Kingdom
of Norway and Trinidad and Tobago."


