
ISRAEL 
 
CRC OPTIONAL PROTOCOL (ARMED CONFLICT) 
 
 
RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS 
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification, 
accession or succession) 
 
Declarations: 
 
"The Government of the State of Israel declares pursuant to article 3 (2) of the Optional Protocol 
on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict that: 
 
(a) The minimum age in which the State of Israel permits voluntary recruitment into its armed 
forces is 17 years of age, according to article 14 of the defense service law (consolidated version) 
5746-1986; 
 
(b) The Government of the State of Israel maintains the following safeguards in respect of 
voluntary recruitment into the armed forces so as to ensure that such recruitment is not forced or 
coerced: 
 
1. In accordance with section 14 of the defense service law (consolidated version) 5746-1986, no 
person under 18 years of age may enlist in the Israeli armed forces without a written application 
submitted by the person and the written consent of the person's parents or legal guardian; 
however, should there be an appreciable difficulty in contacting one of the parents, the written 
consent of the other parent is sufficient; 
 
2. Clear and precise explanation of the nature of the duties involved in military service is 
provided to both the person and the person's parents or legal guardian; 
 
3. Prior to acceptance of any person into the Israeli armed forces a reliable proof of age is 
obtained through the Ministry of the Interior's official national population registry. 
 
4. The IDF has several long-term programs in which participants may engage in academic or 
rabbinic studies or perform volunteer work, prior to the commencement of their actual military 
service. Enrollment in these programs is open to participants from the age of 17.5. For 
administrative purposes, these participants undergo a one-day administrative induction into the 
armed forces. Following their administrative induction, these participants are released from 
active service and enroll in their chosen program. 
 
5. Persons under 18 years of age, who enlist in one of the aforementioned ways, may in no case 
be posted to combat duty." 
 
 
 



OBJECTIONS MADE TO OTHER STATES PARTIES RESERVATIONS AND 
DECLARATIONS 
(Ed. note: for the text targeted by the following objections, see the Reservations and 
Declarations of the State which is the subject of the objection) 
 
Note 
 
With regard to the declaration formulated by the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic upon 
accession, the Secretary-General received on 18 July 2005, the following communication from 
the Government of Israel: 
 
"The Government of the State of Israel has noted that the instrument of ratification of the Syrian 
Arab Republic of the above-mentioned Protocol [...], contains a declaration with respect to the 
State of Israel. 
 
The Government of the State of Israel considers that such declaration, which is explicitly of a 
political nature, is incompatible with the purposes and objectives of the Protocol. 
 
The Government of the State of Israel therefore objects to the aforesaid declaration made by the 
Syrian Arab Republic." 
(Note 11, Chapter IV.11b, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General) 
 


