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ISRAEL 
 

CCPR 

 

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS 

(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification, 

accession or succession) 

 

Reservation: 

 

"With reference to Article 23 of the Covenant, and any other provision thereof to which the present 

reservation may be relevant, matters of personal status are governed in Israel by the religious law of 

the parties concerned. 

 

"To the extent that such law is inconsistent with its obligations under the Covenant, Israel reserves 

the right to apply that law." 

 

[Note 

 

In two communications received by the Secretary-General on 10 July 1969 and 23 March 1971 

respectively, the Government of Israel declared that it "has noted the political character of the 

declaration made by the Government of Iraq on signing and ratifying the above Covenants. In the 

view of the Government of Israel, these two Covenants are not the proper place for making such 

political pronouncements. The Government of Israel will, in so far as concerns the substance of the 

matter, adopt towards the Government of Iraq an attitude of complete reciprocity. 

 

Identical communications, mutatis mutandis, were received by the Secretary-General from the 

Government of Israel on 9 July 1969 in respect of the declaration made upon accession by the 

Government of Syria, and on 29 June 1970 in respect of the declaration made upon accession by the 

Government of Libya. In the latter communication, the Government of Israel moreover stated that the 

declaration concerned "cannot in any way affect the obligations of the Libyan Arab Republic already 

existing under general international law".] 

(Note 22, Chapter IV.3, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General) 

 

 

DEROGATIONS: NOTIFICATIONS UNDER ARTICLE 4 (3) OF THE COVENANT 

 

3 October 1991 

 

"Since its establishment, the State of Israel has been the victim of continuous threats and attacks on 

its very existence as well as on the life and property of its citizens. 

 

These have taken the form of threats of war, of actual armed attacks, and campaigns of terrorism 
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resulting in the murder of and injury to human beings. 

 

In view of the above, the State of Emergency which was proclaimed in May 1948 has remained in 

force ever since. This situation constitutes a public emergency within the meaning of article 4 (1) of 

the Covenant. 

 

The Government of Israel has therefore found it necessary, in accordance with the said article 4, to 

take measures to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, for the defence of the 

State and for the protection of life and property, including the exercise of powers of arrest and 

detention. 

 

In so far as any of these measures are inconsistent with article 9 of the Covenant, Israel thereby 

derogates from its obligations under that provision." 

 

 




