
1

ICELAND

CCPR

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,
accession or succession)

The ratification is accompanied by reservations with respect to the following provisions:

1. ...

2. Article 10, paragraph 2 (b), and paragraph 3, second sentence, with respect to the separation of
juvenile prisoners from adults. Icelandic law in principle provides for such separation but it is not
considered appropriate to accept an obligation in the absolute form called for in the provisions of
the Covenant.

3. ...

4. Article 14, paragraph 7, with respect to the resumption of cases which have already been tried.
The Icelandic law of procedure has detailed provisions on this matter which it is not considered
appropriate to revise.

5. Article 20, paragraph 1, with reference to the fact that a prohibition against propaganda for war
could limit the freedom of expression. This reservation is consistent with the position of Iceland at
the General Assembly at its 16th session.

Other provisions of the Covenant shall be inviolably observed.

Note

On 18 October 1993, the Government of Iceland notified the Secretary-General of its decision to
withdraw as of 18 October 1993, the reservation to paragraph 3(a) of article 8, made upon
ratification. For the text of the reservation, see United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1144, p. 386.

[Ed. note: as follows:

Article 8, paragraph 3 (a), in so far as it affects the provisions of Icelandic law which
provide that a person who is not the main provider of his family may be sentenced to a term
at a labour facility in satisfaction of arrears in support payments for his child or children.]

(Note 23, Chapter IV.4, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General)
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Note

On 19 October 2009, the Government of Iceland notified the Secretary-General of its decision to
withdraw the reservation concerning article 13 (3), made upon ratification to the Covenant. The
text of the reservation withdrawn reads as follows:

Article 13, to the extent that it is inconsistent with the Icelandic legal provisions in force relating
to the right of aliens to object to a decision on their expulsion.
(Note 24, Chapter IV.4, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General)

DECLARATION RE: ARTICLE 41

22 August 1979

"The Government of Iceland [...] recognizes in accordance with article 41 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights the competence of the Human Rights Committee referred to
in article 28 of the Covenant to receive and consider communications to the effect that a State Party
claims that another State Party is not fulfilling its obligations under the Covenant."
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