DENMARK
CEDAW

OBJECTIONS MADE TO OTHER STATES PARTIES RESERVATIONS AND
DECLARATIONS

(Ed. note: for the text targeted by the following objections, see the Reservations and
Declarations of the State which is the subject of the objection)

3 July 1990
With regard to the reservation made by the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya upon accession:

"The Government of Denmark has taken note of the reservation made by the Libyan Arab
Jamabhiriya when acceding [to the said Convention]. In the view of the Government of Denmark
this reservation is subject to the general principle of treaty interpretation according to which a
party may not invoke the provisions of its internal law as justification for failure to perform a
treaty."
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2 November 2000

With regard to the reservations to article 2, paragraphs (d) and (f), article 5, paragraph (a), article
15, paragraph (4) and article 16, paragraph 1 (c), (e) and (g) made by Niger upon accession:

"The Government of Denmark finds that the reservations made by the Government of Niger are
not in conformity with the object and purpose of the Convention. The provisions in respect of
which Niger has made reservations cover fundamental rights of women and establish key
elements for the elimination of discrimination against women. For this reason, the Government
of Denmark objects to the said reservations made by the Government of Niger.

The Convention remains in force in its entirety between Niger and Denmark

It is the opinion of the Government of Denmark, that no time limit applies to objections against
reservations, which are inadmissible under international law.

The Government of Denmark recommends the Government of Niger to reconsider its
reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women."
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10 August 2001
With regard to the reservations made by Saudi Arabia upon ratification:

"The Government of Denmark has examined the reservations made by the Government of Saudi
Arabia upon ratification on the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women as to any interpretation of the provisions of the Convention that is incompatible
with the norms of Islamic law.

The Government of Denmark finds that the general reservation with reference to the provisions
of Islamic law are of unlimited scope and undefined character. Consequently, the Government of
Denmark considers the said reservations as being incompatible with the object and purpose of
the Convention and accordingly inadmissible and without effect under international law.

The Government of Denmark furthermore notes that the reservation to paragraph 2 of article 9 of
the Convention aims to exclude one obligation of non-discrimination which is the aim of the
Convention and therefore renders this reservation contrary to the essence of the Convention.

The Government of Denmark therefore objects to the aforesaid reservations made by the
Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the Convention on Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women.

These objections shall not preclude the entry into force of the Convention in its entirety between
Saudi Arabia and Denmark.

The Government of Denmark recommends the Government of Saudi Arabia to reconsider its
reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women."
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21 February 2002
With regard to the reservation made by Mauritania upon accession:

"The Government of Denmark has examined the reservations made by the Government of
Mauritania upon accession to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women as to any interpretation of the provisions of the Convention that is incompatible
with the norms of Islamic law and the Constitution in Mauritania.

The Government of Denmark finds that the general reservation with reference to the provisions
of Islamic law and the Constitution are of unlimited scope and undefined character.
Consequently, the Government of Denmark considers the said reservation as being incompatible



with the object and purpose of the Convention and accordingly inadmissible and without effect
under international law.

The Government of Denmark therefore objects to the aforesaid reservation made by the
Government of Mauritania to the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination
against Women.

This shall not preclude the entry into force of the Convention in its entirety between Mauritania
and Denmark.

The Government of Denmark recommends the Government of Mauritania to reconsider its
reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women."
With regard to the reservations made by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea upon
accession:

"The Government of Denmark has examined the reservations made by the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea upon accession to the Convention on [the] Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women in respect of paragraph (f) of article 2 and paragraph 2 of article
9.

The Government of Denmark finds that the reservation to paragraph (f) of article 2 aims at
excluding the Democratic People's Republic of Korea from the obligation to adopt necessary
measures, including those of a legislative character, to eliminate any form of discrimination
against women. This provision touches upon a key element for effective elimination of
discrimination against women.

The Government of Denmark furthermore notes that the reservation to paragraph 2 of article 9 of
the Convention aims to exclude an obligation of non-discrimination, which is the aim of the
Convention.

The Government of Denmark finds that the reservations made by the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea are not in conformity with the object and purpose of the Convention.

The Government of Denmark therefore objects to the said reservation made by the Democratic
People’'s Republic of Korea.

The Government of Denmark recommends the Government of [the] Democratic People's
Republic of Korea to reconsider its reservations to the Convention.

The Convention on [the] Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women remains in
force in its entirety between the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and Denmark."
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28 February 2003



With regard to the reservation made by Bahrain upon accession:

"The Government of Denmark has examined the reservations made by the Government of
Bahrain upon accession to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women regarding article 2, paragraph 2 of article 9, paragraph 4 of article 15 and article
16.

The Government of Denmark finds that the reservation to articles 2 and 16 with reference to the
provisions of Islamic Sharia is of unlimited scope and undefined character. Consequently, the
Government of Denmark considers the said reservations as being incompatible with the object
and purpose of the Convention and accordingly inadmissible and without effect under
international law.

The Government of Denmark furthermore notes that the reservations to paragraph 2 of article 9
and to paragraph 4 of article 15 of the Convention seek to exclude an obligation of
non-discrimination, which is the aim of the Convention. The Government of Denmark finds that
these reservations made by the Government of Bahrain are not in conformity with the object and
purpose of the Convention.

The Government of Denmark therefore objects to the aforementioned reservations made by the
Government of Bahrain to the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination
Against Women. This shall not preclude the entry into force of the Convention in its entirety
between Bahrain and Denmark.

The Government of Denmark recommends the Government of Bahrain to reconsider its
reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women."
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27 May 2003
With regard to the reservation made by the Syrian Arab Republic upon accession:

"The Government of Denmark has examined the reservations made by the Government of the
Syrian Arab Republic upon accession to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women regarding article 2, article 9, paragraph 2, article 15, paragraph 4,
article 16, paragraphs 1 (c), (d), (f) and (g) and article 16, paragraph 2 in its note of 7 April 2003,
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations distributed under reference No.
C.N.267.2003. TREATIES-6.

The Government of Denmark finds that the reservation to article 2 seeks to evade the obligation
of non-discrimination, which is the aim of the Convention. The Government of Denmark is of
the view that a general reservation to one of the core articles of the Convention raises doubts as



to the commitment of the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic to fulfil its obligations under
the Convention.

The Government of Denmark furthermore notes that the reservations to article 9, paragraph 2,
article 15, paragraph 4, article 16, paragraphs 1 (c), (d), (f) and (g) and article 16, paragraph 2,
would inevitably result in discrimination against women on the basis of sex, which is contrary to
the object and purpose of the Convention. It should be borne in mind that the principles of equal
rights of men and women and of non-discrimination on the basis of sex are set forth in the
Charter of the United Nations as one of the purposes of the organization, as well as in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948.

The Government of Denmark finds that these reservations made by the Government of the
Syrian Arab Republic are not in conformity with the object and purpose of the Convention.

The Government of Denmark recalls that according to article 28, paragraph 2 of the Convention,
a reservation incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention shall not be permitted.

The Government of Denmark therefore objects to the aforementioned reservations made by the
Government of the Syrian Arab Republic to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women.

This shall not preclude the entry into force of the Convention in its entirety between the Syrian
Arab Republic and Denmark.

The Government of Denmark recommends the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic to
reconsider its reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women."
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6 October 2006
With regard to the reservations made by Oman upon accession:

"The Government of Oman has examined the reservations made by the Sultanate of Oman upon
accession to the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women
regarding article 9 (2), 15 (4), 16 (a, c, f), and all provisions of the Convention not in accordance
with the principles of the Islamic Sharia.

The Government of Denmark finds that the general reservation with reference to the provisions
of the Islamic Sharia is of unlimited scope and undefined character. The Government of
Denmark furthermore notes that the reservations made by the Sultanate of Oman to article 9 (2),
15 (4), and 16 (a, c, f) would inevitable result in the discrimination against women on the basis
of sex, which is contrary to the object and purpose of the Convention. Consequently, the



Government of Denmark considers the said reservations to be incompatible with the object and
purpose of the Convention and accordingly inadmissible and without effect under international
law.

The Government of Denmark wishes to recall that, according to article 28 (2) of the Convention,
reservations incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention shall not be permitted.

The Government of Denmark therefore objects to the aforementioned reservations made by the
Sultanate of Oman to the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against
Women. This shall not preclude the entry into force of the Convention in its entirety between
Oman and Denmark.

The Government of Denmark recommends the Sultanate of Oman to reconsider its reservations
to the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women."

With regard to the reservations made by Brunei Darussalam upon accession:

"The Government of Denmark has examined the reservations made by the Government of Brunei
Darussalam upon accession to the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination
Against Women regarding article 9 (2) and all provisions of the Convention not in accordance
with the principles of Islam.

The Government of Denmark finds that the general reservation made by the Government of
Brunei Darussalam with reference to the principles of Islam is of unlimited scope and undefined
character. The Government of Denmark furthermore notes that the reservation to article 9 (2)
would inevitably result in the discrimination against women on the basis of sex, which is
contrary to the object and purpose of the Convention. Consequently, the Government of
Denmark considers the said reservations to be incompatible with the object and purpose of the
Convention and accordingly inadmissible and without effect under international law.

The Government of Denmark wishes to recall that, according to article 28 (2) of the Convention,
reservations incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention shall not be permitted.

The Government of Denmark therefore objects to the aforementioned reservations made by the
Government of Brunei Darussalam to the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination Against Women. This shall not preclude the entry into force of the Convention in
its entirety between Brunei Darussalam and Denmark.

The Government of Denmark recommends the Government of Brunei Darussalam to reconsider
its reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against
Women."
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Note

Several Governments notified the Secretary-General that they consider the reservations made by
the Government of Algeria upon accession as incompatible with the object and purpose of the
said Convention and, therefore, prohibited by virtue of its article 28 (2), on the dates indicated
hereinafter:

Participant: Date of notification:
Sweden 4 Aug 1997
Portugal 14 Aug 1997
Denmark 24 Mar 1998

(Note 65, Chapter 1V.8, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General)
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Note

The Government of Kuwait informed the Secretary-General, by a notification received on 9
December 2005, of its decision to withdraw the following reservation in respect of article 7 (a),
made upon accession to the Convention, which read as follows:

The Government of Kuwait enters a reservation regarding article 7 (a), inasmuch as the
provision contained in that paragraph conflicts with the Kuwaiti Electoral Act, under which the
right to be eligible for election and to vote is restricted to males.

It is recalled that, on 12 February 1997, the Secretary-General received from the Government of
Denmark the following communication with regard to reservations made by Kuwait upon
ratification:

"The Government of Denmark finds that the said reservations are covering central provisions of
the Convention. Furthermore it is a general principle of international law that internal law may
not be invoked as justification for failure to perform treaty obligations. The Government of
Denmark finds that the reservations are incompatible with the object and purpose of the
Convention and accordingly inadmissible and without effect under international law.
Consequently, the Government of Denmark objects to these reservations.

It is the opinion of the Government of Denmark that no time limit applies to objections against
reservations, which are inadmissible under international law.

The Convention remains in force in its entirety between Kuwait and Denmark.

The Government of Denmark recommends the Government of Kuwait to reconsider its



reservations to the [said] Convention."

On that same date, the Secretary-General also received from the Government of Denmark,
communications, identical in essence, mutatis mutandis, as the one made for Kuwait, with regard
to reservations made by Lesotho upon ratification... and Malaysia..., Maldives and Singapore
upon accession, as well as on 23 March 1998, in regard to the reservations made by Pakistan
upon ratification.

(Note 31, Chapter 1V.8, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General)
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Note

On 26 June 1998, the Secretary-General received from the Government of Denmark the
following communication with regard to the reservation made by Lebanon upon accession in
respect of article 9, paragraph 2, and article 16, paragraph 1 c), d), f) and g. in as much as the last
paragraph deals with the right to choose a family name:

The Government of Denmark is of the view that the reservations made by the Government of
Lebanon raise doubts as to the commitment of Lebanon to the object and purpose of the
Convention and would recall that, according to article 28, paragraph 2 of the Convention, a
reservation incompatible with the object and purpose of the present Convention shall not be
permitted. For this reason, the Government of Denmark objects to the said reservations made by
the Government of Lebanon.

The Government of Denmark recommends the Government of Lebanon to reconsider their
reservations to [the Covenant].
(Note 19, Chapter V.8, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General)
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Note

With regard to the reservations made by the United Arab Emirates upon accession, the
Secretary-General received a communication from the following State on the date indicated
hereinafter:

Denmark (14 December 2005):

"The Government of Denmark has examined the reservations made by the Government of the
United Arab Emirates upon accession to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women regarding article 2 (f), 15 (2) and 16 pertaining to Shariah
principles.



The Government of Denmark considers that the reservations made by the United Arab Emirates
to article 2 (f), 15 (2) and 16 referring to the contents of the Shariah Law do not clearly specify
the extent to which the United Arab Emirates feel committed to the object and purpose of the
Convention. Consequently, the Government of Denmark considers the said reservations as being
incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention. Consequently, the Government of
Denmark considers the said reservations as being incompatible with the object and purpose of
the Convention and accordingly inadmissible and without effect under international law.

The Government of Denmark wishes to recall that, according to article 28 (2) of the Convention
reservations incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention shall not be permitted.

The Government of Denmark therefore objects to the aforementioned reservations made by the
Government of the United Arab Emirates to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women. This shall not preclude the entry into force of the Convention in
its entirety between the United Arab Emirates and Denmark.

The Government of Denmark recommends the Government of the United Arab Emirates to
reconsider its reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women."

(Note 60, Chapter 1V.8, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General)



