CROATIA

CRC OPTIONAL PROTOCOL (ARMED CONFLICT)

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,
accession or succession)

Declaration:

"... The Republic of Croatia makesthe following declaration in relation to Article 3, paragraph 2, of
the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children
in Armed Conflicts:

Related to Article 3, paragraph 2 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child ontheInvolvement of Childrenin Armed Conflicts, the Republic of Croatiastatesthat Croatian
legidation prevents persons under 18 from joining the Armed Forces of the Republic of Croatia

In order to ensure that persons under 18 do not join its Armed Forces, the Republic of Croatia has
meade the following provisions:

- It has been stipulated by law that military service consists of duty to register as arecruit, to enter
military service (conscription), and to serve in the reservesin the Armed Forces of the Republic of
Croatia;

- Theduty to register asarecruit arisesin the calendar year in which a person turns 18, and remains
until the person enters military service (conscription) or servicein civilian lifei.e. until the personis
transferred to the reserves or until military service ceases pursuant to the provisions of the Defence
Act. The process of recruitment includes registration in the military records, medical and other
examinations, psychological testsand recruitment itself. Itisapreliminary procedurerequiredinorder
to determine whether a person is eligible for military service. The status of the recruit remains valid
until entering military service (conscription) to which, according to the law, arecruit may not be sent
before reaching the age of 18;

- Eligiblerecruitsare sent to do their military service (conscription) after they come of age (turn 18),
normally in the calendar year in which they turn 19, thereby becoming conscripts. Recruits are not
part of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Croatia; conscripts make one component of the Armed
Forces of the Republic of Croatia."



