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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
 

CCPR 
 
RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS 
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification, 
accession or succession) 
 
(i) The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago reserves the right not to apply in full 
the provision of paragraph 2 of article 4 of the Covenant since section 7 (3) of its Constitution 
enables Parliament to enact legislation even though it is inconsistent with sections (4) and (5) of the 
said Constitution; 
 
(ii) Where at any time there is a lack of suitable prison facilities, the Government of the Republic of 
Trinidad and Tobago reserves the right not to apply article 10 (2) (b) and 10 (3) so far as those 
provisions require juveniles who are detained to be accommodated separately from adults; 
 
(iii) The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago reserves the right not to apply 
paragraph 2 of article 12 in view of the statutory provisions requiring persons intending to travel 
abroad to furnish tax clearance certificates; 
 
(iv) The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago reserves the right not to apply 
paragraph 5 of article 14 in view of the fact that section 43 of its Supreme Court of Judicature Act 
No. 12 of 1962 does not confer on a person convicted on indictment an unqualified right of appeal 
and that in particular cases, appeal to the Court of Appeal can only be done with the leave of the 
Court of Appeal itself or of the Privy Council; 
 
(v) While the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago accepts the principle of 
compensation for wrongful imprisonment, it is not possible at this time to implement such a 
principle in accordance with paragraph 6 of article 14 of the Covenant; 
 
(vi) With reference to the last sentence of paragraph 1 of article 15-"If, subsequent to the 
commission of the offence, provision is made by law for the imposition of a lighter penalty, the 
offender shall benefit thereby", the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago deems this 
provision to apply exclusively to cases in progress. Consequently, a person who has already been 
convicted by a final decision shall not benefit from any provision made by law, subsequent to that 
decision, for the imposition of a lighter penalty. 
 
(vii) The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago reserves the right to impose lawful 
and or reasonable restrictions with respect to the right of assembly under article 21 of the Covenant; 
 
(viii) The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago reserves the right not to apply the 
provision of article 26 of the Covenant in so far as it applies to the holding of property in Trinidad 
and Tobago, in view of the fact that licences may be granted to or withheld from aliens under the 
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Aliens Landholding Act of Trinidad and Tobago. 
 
Note 
 
In a communication received by the Secretary-General on 31 January 1979, the Government of 
Trinidad and Tobago confirmed that paragraph (vi) constituted an interpretative declaration which 
did not aim to exclude nor modify the legal effect of the provisions of the Covenant. 
(Note 37, Chapter IV.4, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General) 
 
 
OBJECTIONS MADE TO STATE PARTY’S RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS 
(Unless otherwise indicated, the objections were made upon ratification, accession or succession) 
 
Germany, 21 April 1982 
 
"The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany objects to the [reservation (i) by the 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago]. In the opinion of the Government of the Federal Republic of 
Germany it follows from the text and the history of the Covenant that the said reservation is 
incompatible with the object and purpose of the Covenant." 
 

***** 
 
Netherlands, 12 June 1980 
 
"In the opinion of the Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands it follows from the text and 
the history of the Covenant that [reservation (i) by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago] is 
incompatible with the object and purpose of the Covenant. The Government of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands therefore considers the reservation unacceptable and formally raises an objection to it." 
 
 
DEROGATIONS: NOTIFICATIONS UNDER ARTICLE (3) OF THE COVENANT 
 
6 November 1990 
(Dated 15 August 1990) 
 
Proclamation of state of emergency in the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago as from 28 July 1990 for 
a period of ninety days and derogation from articles 9, 12, 21 and 14 (3). 
 

***** 
18 August 1995 
(Dated 11 August 1995) 
 
By a Proclamation issued on 3 August 1995, a state of emergency has been declared in the City of 
Port of Spain as of 3 August 1995 owing to the fact that, as indicated by the Government of Trinidad 
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and Tobago, action has been taken or is immediately threatened by persons or bodies of persons of 
such a nature and on so extensive a scale as to be likely to endanger the public safety or to deprive 
the community of supplies or services essential to life. The provisions of the Covenant from which 
the Government of Trinidad and Tobago has derogated are articles 9, 12, 14 (3) and 21. 
 
The said state of emergency was lifted on 7 August 1995 by a resolution of the House of 
Representatives. 
 
 


