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Rita Félicité Sodjiedo (Republic of Benin)

CIVIL | DENTITY:

Born: 18 Decenber 1955, in Cotonou, Benin

Civil Status: Married, nother of three children

Cccupation: Magistrate, Judge of the Court of Appeal of Cotonou

Grade: Magistrate Al-9

DI PLOVAS:

1996: Di pl oma of advanced studies (DEA) in Human Ri ghts at the Human
Rights Institute - Catholic University of Lyon. dC ass:
“Mention Assez Bien”.

Speci al subj ects:

- Law of Mnorities

- Humani tari an | aw.

Menor andum on the Rights of the Child entitled: “Le Bénin

d hier et d aujourd hui face a la Convention relative aux droits
de |'enfant” (Benin past and present and the Convention on the

Ri ghts of the Child).

1979: Master's Degree in Legal Sciences. Special subject: Business
l aw and judicial careers. National University of Benin.

TRAI NI NG
Initial training course in nmagistracy:

16 April 1980 - 16 April 1981: Magistrate's training course at the
Appeal Court of Cotonou

| nprovenment cour ses:

- January-June 1985: Inprovenent course at the Ecole National e de
la Magi strature in Paris.

- Sept enber - Cct ober 1993: Specialization course on Economi c
di sput es.

Course on the |l aw of sunmons (Référés) (Ecole Nationale de la
Magi strature, Paris).
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Human Ri ghts courses:

- July 1989: Human Rights course at the Centre for Human Rights in
Geneva, (Switzerland).

- Human Ri ghts course at the International Institute of Human
Ri ghts, Strasbourg (France).

Oct ober 1996: Training sem nar on the drafting and presentation
of periodic reports, organized in Cotonou from7 to

11 Cctober 1996 by the Mnistry for Legislation, Justice and Human
Ri ghts, the Centre for Human Rights in Geneva and UNI CEF.

A list of further courses and training followed by the candi date may be
consulted at the Secretariat.

EXPERI ENCE:
Pr of essi onal experience:
Since 18 March 1992: Judge at the Court of Appeal at Cotonou.

Sept enber 1990 - March 1992: WMagistrate for Social Affairs at the Court
of First Instance of Cotonou.

January 1989 - Septenber 1990: Deputy Public Prosecutor at the Court of
Appeal of Cotonou.

February 1984 - Decenber 1988: Senior Deputy Public Prosecutor at the
Court of First Instance of Porto-Novo.

August 1982 - February 1984: Investigating Magistrate at the Court of
First Instance of CQuidah.

April 1981 - August 1982: Serving with the Court of Appeal of Cotonou.
O her experience:

- Si nce August 1996: Menber (Director) of the Governing Board of
the International Ofice for Children's Ri ghts, Mntreal, Canada.

- Menber of the Scientific Commttee of the Institute for Human
Ri ghts and the Pronotion of Denocracy: Denbcracy on a day-to-day
basi s, Cotonou, Benin.

1995: Assi stant Secretary-General to the Autononpous Nati onal
El ectoral Commi ssion (CENA) (as representative of the Benin
Human Ri ghts Conmission) for the | egislative elections.

Since 1993: Lecturer at the Institute for Hunan Ri ghts and the
Pronmoti on of Denobcracy: Denpbcracy on a day-to-day basis.
Subj ects taught: Rights of the Child and Ri ghts of Wnen.
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1985- 1990: Chaired several ad hoc (adm nistrative) disciplinary
comm ttees.

3. Participation in semnars, study trips and other activities.
3.1 Si npl e participation:

Li st available at the Secretariat.
3.2 Participation with witten contributions:

19-21 August 1996: Les droits de |'enfant: Mthodol ogi e et pédagogi e
de |l eur enseignenent dans le mlieu préscolaire et scolaire, (the Rights
of the Child: Methodol ogy and pedagogy of children's education in a
preschool and school environnment) at the Workshop-Senm nar on the
Application of article 40 of the Constitution on 11 Decenber 1990,
Institute for Human Ri ghts and the Pronotion of Denocracy: Denobcracy on
a day-to-day basis (IDH and DQ, Cotonou, Benin.

March 1996: Reports on the Rights of the Child in Benin, Regiona
Semi nar on the Rights of the Child, organized by the Internationa
Conmi ssion of Jurists, Abidjan, Cdte d'lvoire.

20-22 Novenber 1995: The Rights of the Child: Human Rights for
Children, at the National Seninar on the Rights of the Child to life and
a famly and customary practices in Benin, Ecole Nornale |Intégrée de

Par akou, organi zed by the DEl-Benin National Section of the

| " Associ ati on Béninoi se d Assistance a |'enfant et a la famlle, and the
World Organization for Early Chil dhood Education

11- 14 Decenber 1994: La Communaut é, instrunent indi spensable pour |la
surveillance (The Conmmunity, indispensable nonitoring instrunent), at
t he European Conference on the Mnitoring of Children's Rights,

organi zed by the University of Gand, Bel gi um

29-31 July 1992: Droits de |'enfant et |égislation en natiére

d' adoption (Rights of the Child and adoption |egislation), at the
Nat i onal Sem nar on “Adoption, a new chance for abandoned chil dren”
Centre d' Accueil et de Formation (CCAF), Porto-Novo, Benin. (Organizers:
M nistry of Labour and Social Affairs, Terre des Hommes Foundati on

UNI CEF) .

22-24 April 1993: La protection juridique et sociale de |'enfant au
Bénin (Legal and Social Protection of Children in Benin), at the Sem nar
on the Plan to set up Centres for the Legal and Soci al Defence of
Chi | dren, organi zed by Defence for Children International and DEl-Benin,
Centre Paul 1V, Cotonou, Benin.
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Lectures delivered:

June 1994:

June 1992:

9-27 March 1992:

Sept enber 1991:

Lecture on the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(for the public and officials), Ifangni, Benin,
organi zed by the DRAVO NGO .

Lecture on the Convention on the Rights of the Child
at the Seminar for the Training of rural organizing
not hers, Porto-Novo, Benin (Organizers: DRAVO NGO .

Lecture on the African Charter on the Ri ghts and
Wel fare of the Child, Porto-Novo, Benin (at the
request of the DRAVO NGO, .

Lecture on The Rights of the Child, Porto-Novo, Benin
organi zed by the DRAVO NGO

Procedure for preparing |legislation

Initiatives for the defence of children's rights in
Africa: the case of Benin

Sem nar on “The Right to Devel opnent - Regi ona
Programme of Training for Urban Organizers in
French-speaki ng and Portuguese-speaki ng Africa”
ENDA- Third World, Centre Paul |V, Cotonou, Benin.

Lecture on The Legal Protection of the Child, Cotonou
Beni n, organi zed by the National Section of Defence
for Children International (DElI-Benin).

SClI ENTI FI C ASSOCI ATl ONS

A list of the scientific associations to which the Candi date bel ongs may
be consulted at the Secretariat.

LANGUAGE SKI LLS

1

Nat i onal |an
Spoken:  Fon

Under st ood:

guages:

Gun, Wéne, M na.

I nternational |anguages:

Spoken and witten: French and English

Read: Ger man.



