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. ORGAN ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS
A. States parties to the Convention
1. As at 5 June 1998, the closing date of the eighteenth session of the

Committee on the Rights of the Child, there were 191 States parties to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention was adopted by the
General Assenbly in resolution 44/25 of 20 Novenber 1989 and opened for
signature and ratification or accession in New York on 26 January 1990. It
entered into force on 2 Septenmber 1990, in accordance with the provisions of
its article 49. A list of States that have signed, ratified or acceded to the
Convention is contained in annex | to the present report.

2. The texts of the declarations, reservations or objections nade by
States parties with respect to the Convention are reproduced in
docunment CRC/ C/ 2/ Rev. 7.

B. Opening and duration of the session

3. The Committee on the Rights of the Child held its eighteenth session at
the United Nations O fice at Geneva from 18 May to 5 June 1998. The Committee
hel d 24 meetings (454th to 477th). An account of the Conmittee's
deliberations at its eighteenth session is contained in the relevant summary
records (CRC/ C/ SR. 454- 462, 465-473, 475 and 477).

C. Menbership and attendance

4, All the nenbers of the Committee attended the eighteenth session. A
list of the menbers, together with an indication of the duration of their
terms of office, is provided in annex Il to the present report.

M. Francesco Paolo Fulci, Mss Sandra Prunella Mason, Ms. Nafsiah Mooi
M's. Esther Margaret Queeni e Mdkhuane, Ms. Awa N Deye Quedraogo

M. Ghassan Salim Rabah and Ms. Marilia Sardenberg were not able to attend
the session in its entirety.

5. The followi ng United Nations bodies were represented at the session
United Nations Children's Fund, O fice of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner
for Refugees.

6. The foll owi ng specialized agencies were al so represented at the session
I nternational Labour Organization, UNAIDS, World Health O ganization

7. Representatives of the International Conmmttee of the Red Cross al so
attended the session.

8. Representatives of the follow ng non-governnmental organizations were
al so in attendance at the session

CGeneral consultative status

International Alliance of Wonen, International Council of Wnen,
I nternational Movenent ATD Fourth World, Zonta International
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Special consultative status

Coalition against Trafficking in Wwnen, Defence for Children
International, International Federation of Social Wrkers, Internationa
Federati on of Wonen in Legal Careers, International Federation Terre des
Homres, International Myvenent against Al Forns of Discrimnation and
Raci sm International Service for Human Rights, World Federation of

Met hodi st and Uniting Church Wonmen, World Sunmit Foundation, World Union
of Catholic Wonen's Organi zati ons.

O hers

Coalition nationale pour les droits de |'enfant, Enfants du Monde,
Federation for the Protection of Children's Human Ri ghts, Fédération

i nternational des associations des chrétiens pour |'abolition de |la
torture, International Baby Food Action Network, Japanese Federation of
Bar Associ ations, Lawsuit against Discrimnation of Children Born out of
Wedl ock, NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, NGO
Wor ki ng Group on Nutrition, the Union of Korean Teachers in Japan

D. Agenda
9. At its 454th neeting, on 5 May 1998, the Conmittee adopted the follow ng
provi si onal agenda.
1. Adopti on of the agenda.
2. Organi zational and other matters.
3. Submi ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with

article 44 of the Convention

4, Consi deration of reports of States parties.
5. General coments
6. Cooperation with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies

and ot her conpetent bodies.

7. Met hods of work of the Commttee.
8. Future neetings of the Conmittee.
9. O her matters.

E. Meeting with the High Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts

10. At the 469th neeting, on 29 May 1998, the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human
Ri ghts, Ms. Mary Robi nson, addressed the Conmittee.

11. In her statenment, the Hi gh Conm ssioner stressed the need to reinforce
the trend to better integration and mainstreamchildren's rights through

cooperation anong United Nations bodies active in the field of human rights.
She al so expressed the hope that in the efforts to establish an Internationa
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Crimnal Court and approve its statute at the Diplomatic Conference to be held
in June 1998 in Ronme, the rights of the child and the Conmittee's own
recommendati ons woul d be a guiding reference. Regarding the draft optiona
protocol to the Convention on children in arnmed conflict, Ms. Robinson stated
that she shared the view of the Commttee - which was also that of a majority
of Governnents and inportant partners - that a clear linmt of 18 years for al
forns of participation of children in hostilities, either direct or indirect,
should be set. In relation to the draft optional protocol on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography, she stressed that al
efforts to curb the phenonenon of child trafficking and exploitation

including followup activities to the Wrld Congress Agai nst Conmercial Sexua
Expl oitation of Children, were welcone and that full inplenentation of

exi sting international norms, especially the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, nust remain a priority. The Hi gh Comm ssioner also nentioned the
support provided to the Conmttee through the Plan of Action to strengthen the
i npl enment ati on of the Convention and expressed the hope that the survey on
techni cal cooperation initiated under the Plan could beconme a conduit for the
i dentification of needs for technical cooperation at the country |evel,

stimul ate the provision of such cooperation and foster increased coordination
and conplenentarity anmong the various partners involved in inplenmenting the
Convention. Regarding the increase in nenbership of the Cormittee, the

Hi gh Commi ssi oner stated that she would spare no effort to facilitate a rapid
entry into forced of the anendnent increasing to 18 the menbership of the
Committee. She indicated that approxinmately one half of the required

nunber (120 States parties) had so far officially accepted that anendnent.

F. Pre-sessional working group

12. In accordance with a decision of the Conmittee at its first session

a pre-sessional working group net in Geneva from26 to 30 January 1998.

Al menbers except M. Francesco Paolo Fulci, Ms. Esther Margaret

Queeni e Mokhuane and M. Ghassan Sal i m Rabah participated in the working
group. Representatives of the United Nations Children's Fund, the Ofice of
the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, the International Labour
Organi zation, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural

Organi zation and the World Health Organi zation also participated in the
meeti ngs of the working group. A representative of the NGO G oup for the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, as well as representatives from various
nati onal and international non-governmental organizations, attended the
sessi on.

13. The purpose of the pre-sessional working group is to facilitate the
Committee's work under articles 44 and 45 of the Convention, primarily by
reviewing State party reports and identifying in advance the main questions
that woul d need to be discussed with the representatives of the reporting
States. It also provides an opportunity to consider questions relating to
techni cal assistance and international cooperation

14. The pre-sessional working group held 9 neetings, at which it exam ned
lists of issues put before it by nmenmbers of the Conmittee relating to the
initial reports of six countries: Ecuador, Fiji, Hungary, Iraqg, Luxenbourg

and Thailand. The lists of issues were transmtted to the Permanent M ssions
of the States concerned with a note requesting witten answers to the issues
raised in the list, if possible before 20 April 1998.
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G Ogani zation of work

15. The Conmittee considered the organization of work at its 454th neeting,
on 18 May 1998. The Committee had before it the draft progranmme of work for
the ei ghteenth session, prepared by the Secretary-Ceneral in consultation with
the Chairperson of the Commttee, and the report of the Comrittee on its
sevent eenth session (CRC/ C/73).

H  Future reqular neetings

16. The Committee noted that its nineteenth session would take pl ace
from 21 Septenber to 9 Cctober 1998 and its pre-sessional working group would
meet from8 to 12 June 1998.

1. REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF THE CONVENTI ON

A. Subni ssion of reports

17. The Committee had before it the foll ow ng docunents:

(a) Notes by the Secretary-General on initial reports by States
parties due in 1992 (CRC/C/3), 1993 (CRC/C/ 8/ Rev.3), 1994 (CRC/ C/ 11/ Rev. 3),
1995 (CRC/ C/28), 1996 (CRC/ C/41), 1997 (CRC/C/51) and 1998 (CRC/ C/ 61);
and on periodic reports of States parties due in 1997 (CRC/ C/ 65) and 1998
(CRC/IC/ 70);

(b) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the States parties to the
Convention and the status of subnission of reports (CRC/ C/75);

(c) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the followup to the
consideration of initial reports by States parties to the Convention
(CRC/ C/ 27/ Rev. 10) ;

(d) Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral on areas in which the need for
techni cal advice and advisory services has been identified in the light of the
observations adopted by the Conmittee (CRC/ C/ 40/ Rev. 9).

The Conmittee was informed that, in addition to the six reports that were
schedul ed for consideration by the Conmttee at its present session

(see paragraph 22 below) and those which had been received prior to the
Committee's seventeenth session (see CRC/C/ 73, para. 17), the
Secretary-General had received the initial reports of Burundi

(CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 58), Central African Republic (CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 18), Conoros
(CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 13), Denocratic Republic of the Congo (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.57), Djibouti
(CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 39), GCeorgia (CRC/C/41/ Add. 4/ Rev. 1), Kyrgyzstan (CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 6),
Lesot ho (CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 20), Marshall Islands (CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 12), Sl ovaki a

(CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 17), Suriname (CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 11), Tajikistan (CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 14),
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (Isle of Mn)

(CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 19) and the second periodic report of Peru (CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 8).
The status of submission of reports by States parties under article 44 of the
Convention is given in annex II1.
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18. Alist of initial reports considered by the Comrittee as of 5 June 1998,
as well as a provisional list of initial and second periodic reports schedul ed
for consideration at the Conmittee's nineteenth and twentieth sessions, are
contai ned in annexes IV and V respectively.

19. As at 5 June 1998, the Committee had received 125 initial and 9 periodic
reports. A total of 88 reports have been exam ned by the Conmittee.

20. By note verbale dated 8 April 1998, the Permanent M ssion of the Czech
Republic to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva transmtted suppl ementary

i nformati on and comments relating to the recommendati ons adopted by the
Committee in its concluding observations (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 81) on the initia
report of the Czech Republic (CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 11).

B. Consideration of reports

21. At its eighteenth session, the Committee exanmined initial reports
submtted by six States parties under article 44 of the Convention. It
devoted 17 of its 24 meetings to the consideration of reports

(see CRC/ C/ SR 455-462, 465-473).

22. The followi ng reports, listed in the order in which they were received
by the Secretary-General, were before the Conmittee at its eighteenth session
Denmocrati c People's Republic of Korea (CRC/C/3/Add.41), Fiji (CRC/C/ 28/ Add.7),
Hungary (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 34) Japan (CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 1), Luxenmbourg (CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 2)
and Mal di ves (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 33 and 37).

23. In accordance with rule 68 of the provisional rules of procedure of the
Committee, representatives of all the reporting States were invited to attend
the neetings of the Conmittee at which their reports were exam ned.

24, The foll owi ng sections, arranged on a country-by-country basis according
to the sequence followed by the Conmttee in its consideration of the reports,
contai n concl udi ng observations reflecting the main points of discussion and

i ndi cati ng, where necessary, issues that require specific follow up

25. More detailed infornmation is contained in the report submtted by the
States parties and in the sunmary records of the rel evant neetings of the
Conmi ttee.

Concl udi ng observations of the Conmmittee on the
Ri ghts of the Child: Hungary

26. The Committee considered the initial report of Hungary (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 34)
at its 455th to 457th neeting (see CRC/ C/ SR 455-457), held on 19 and
20 May 1998 and adopted* the follow ng concl udi ng observations:

* At its 477th neeting, held on 5 June 1998.
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A.  Introduction
27. The Committee takes note of the submi ssion of the initial report of
the State party. It welcones the witten answers to the list of issues

(CRCC QHUN 1) and the additional information subnitted in the course of
the dialogue with the Conmttee, which enabled it to assess the situation
of the rights of the child in the State party. The Committee wel comes the
frank, self-critical and cooperative tone of the dialogue with the State
party’ s del egation. The Committee al so acknow edges the fact that the
presence of a highly representative del egation, directly involved in the

i mpl enment ati on of the Convention in Hungary, enabled it to engage in a
constructive di al ogue.

B. Positive aspects

28. The Conmittee wel cones the establishment of the Coordination Council for
Chil dren and Youth Affairs, chaired by the Prime Mnister, and the Child and
Youth Council for Reconciliation of Interests, conposed of representatives
fromthe Government, youth organi zati ons, and non-governnental organizations
wor king for and with children

29. The Committee notes with appreciation the |ong-standing achi evenments of
the State party in the areas of education and nedical care and wel cones its
conmitnment to nmintain these high standards.

30. The Committee wel cones the recent ratification by the State party of
I LO Convention No. 138 regarding mninumage for access to work and the
Framewor k Convention for the Protection of Mnorities of the Council of
Eur ope

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention

31. The Committee acknow edges that the State party has had to face
economi c, social and political challenges during the past few years. It notes
that the transition to a market econony has led to increased rates of

unenmpl oynent, poverty and other social problenms, and has had a serious inpact
on the welfare of the population, in particular on all vul nerable groups,

i ncl udi ng children.

D. Principal subjects of concern

32. The Committee remains concerned that despite recent nmeasures in the
field of law reforminconsistencies still exist between the provisions and
principles of the Convention and donestic |aw.

33. The Conmittee remains concerned by the absence of a conprehensive and
i ntegrated national policy on the pronption and protection of children's
rights.
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34. The Conmittee is concerned by the gaps in nonitoring progress in al
areas covered by the Convention and in relation to all groups of children
living in urban and rural areas, especially those affected by the consequences
of economic transition. The Conmittee is also concerned at the | ack of

di saggregated statistical data covering all children under the age of 18.

35. In view of the current trend towards decentralization in the State
party, the Committee is concerned about the sustainability of the funding for
the provision of health, education and social services for children. It is

al so concerned by the absence of a regulating and nmonitoring nechanismto
ensure appropriate distribution of resources to children by local authorities.

36. Al t hough aware of the initiatives already taken by the State party, the
Committee remains concerned by the insufficiency of measures taken to

di ssenminate informati on and educate all parts of society, adults and children
ali ke, on the principles and provisions of the Convention. The Committee is
al so concerned about the fact that the Convention has not been nade avail abl e
in all the mnority |anguages spoken in the State party, including Roma
Insufficient training on the Convention provided to professional groups such
as judges, lawyers, |aw enforcenent personnel, teachers, social workers and
civil servants is also a matter of concern

37. VWile the Committee wel comes the cooperation between non-governnmenta
organi zations working with and for children and the authorities, it is
concerned that the potential of the non-governmental sector in contributing to
t he devel opnent of children’s rights policies and progranmes is not fully
realized.

38. The Conmittee is concerned that the general principles of the
Convention, as laid down inits articles 2 (non-discrimnation), 3 (best
interests of the child) and 12 (respect of the views of the child), are not
fully applied or duly integrated into the inplenmentation of the policies and
programmes of the State party.

39. While the Committee notes with appreciation the nmeasures taken by the
State party, including the adoption of governnent resolution No. 1093/1997 on
a package of nediumterm nmeasures intended to inprove the living standards of
the Roma popul ation, it remains concerned about the persistence of

di scrimnatory practices against this nmnority group

40. Regardi ng the inplenentation of article 13 of the Convention, the
Conmittee is concerned about the insufficient measures undertaken by the State
party to pronmote children’s right to participation within the famly, at
school, and in society in general. The Commttee is also concerned about the
restriction to the right of freedom of association (article 15 of the
Convention), since there is no registry of associati ons managed by children

41. The Committee is concerned by the cases of ill-treatnment of children in
the famly and in institutions as well as the |ack of adequate neasures for

t he psycho-social recovery of child victins of such abuses. Cases of
ill-treatnment by |aw enforcenment personnel in or outside detention centres are
al so a matter of deep concern
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42. In Iight of the principles and provisions of the Convention, especially
its articles 3, 7 and 21, the anendnment to Act XV of 1990, which grants the
parent the option of placing a child up for adoption before birth, is a matter
of concern for the Committee.

43. VWhile noting the State party’ s achievenents with regard to infant and
under-five nortality rates, universal inmmunization and |ow birth weights, as
well as in the field of education, the Committee is still concerned, in |ight

of the principle of non-discrimnation (article 2 of the Convention), about
t he unequal access to health services and opportunities in the education
system especially in rural areas, anmong minority groups and famlies living
in poverty.

44, The Conmittee is concerned about the insufficient awareness-raising
canmpaign in health facilities on the benefits of breastfeeding.

45. The Committee expresses its concern that the legal and other measures
being taken to address the problems of child abuse, including sexual abuse
within the family, are insufficient. The Committee is also concerned about
the lack of research on the issue of sexual abuse within the family.

46. The high rate of youth suicide is a matter of concern to the Commttee.
The Committee is also concerned about the insufficiency of measures taken to
address adol escent health issues such as reproductive health and the incidence
of early pregnancies. The Committee expresses its concern at the increase in
drug abuse and al cohol consunption anong children and the insufficient
preventive measures taken by the State party.

47. The Conmittee is concerned about the insufficiency of |egal and other
measures to address the issue of sexual exploitation of children, including
child prostitution and trafficking of children.

48. The Committee is concerned about the conpatibility of the juvenile
justice systemin the State party with articles 37, 40 and 39 of the
Convention and with other rel evant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the

Ri yadh Cuidelines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty. |In particular, the Committee is concerned about
the ill-treatnment of children in detention centres, that deprivation of
liberty is not used as a neasure of |ast resort, and about the stigmatization
of the nost vul nerabl e categories of children, including those belonging to
the Roma mnority.

E. Suggestions and recommendati ons

49. The Committee reconmends that the State party take all appropriate
measures to facilitate the process of full harnonization of domestic

| egislation with the principles and provisions of the Convention in the form
of a children’s code, taking especially into account the holistic nature of
this treaty.

50. The Committee reconmends that the State party strengthen and expand the
scope of existing nmechani sns for coordinating and nmonitoring children’ s rights
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in order to reach local-level governnments. 1In this regard, the Commttee
suggests that structures dealing with children's issues be established in the
various | ocal governments. The relationship between the Coordinati on Counci
for Children and Youth Affairs and the various relevant structures in the

| ocal governments needs to be defined.

51. The Committee reconmends that the State party adopt a conprehensive and
integrated policy for children such as a national plan of action to assess
progress achieved and difficulties encountered in the realization of the
rights recogni zed by the Convention at the central and |local levels, and in
particular to nmonitor regularly the effects of econom c change on children
Such a nonitoring system should enable the State to shape appropriate policies
and to conbat prevailing social disparities.

52. The Committee encourages the State party to ensure the ful

i mpl enentation of article 4 of the Convention in the Iight of the genera
principles of the Convention, in particular the best interests of the child.
Avai | abl e resources should be allocated to their maxi numextent to ensure the
i mpl enent ati on of econom c, social and cultural rights, with particul ar
enphasis on health and education, and on the enjoyment of these rights by the
nost di sadvant aged groups of children. The Conmittee al so enphasi zes the need
for the State party to take inmediate steps to address the problem of child
poverty and meke every feasible effort to ensure that all famlies,
particularly single-parent famlies and Roma fam |lies, have adequate
resources and facilities. Furthernore, the Committee reconmends that the

| ocal governments be encouraged to generate |ocal incone for funding socia
services, in particular for the protection and pronotion of children' s rights.

53. The Committee encourages the State party to strengthen its efforts to

di ssenminate the principles and provisions of the Convention. The Convention
shoul d be nmade available in mnority | anguages, especially Roma. Furthernore,
training on the Convention should be conducted for professional groups such as
judges, |lawers, |aw enforcenent and armnmy officials, civil servants, personne
working in institutions and places of detention for children, health personne
and psychol ogi sts, and social workers. The Convention should al so be

di ssenmi nated to non-governnental organizations, the mass nedia and the public
at large including children thensel ves.

54. The Comrittee encourages the State party to continue and strengthen its
efforts to develop a closer partnership with non-governnental organizations.

55. The Conmittee recommends that further efforts be nmade to ensure that
national laws take fully into account the principles of non-discrimnation
the best interests of the child, respect for the views of the child, and his
or her right to participate in the famly, at school, other institutions, and
in society in general. These principles should also be reflected in al
policies and progranmes relating to children.

56. The Committee encourages the State party to continue and reinforce its
efforts ainmed at reducing discrinm natory practices agai nst the Roma popul ati on
and i nproving the general status of Roma children
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57. In light of articles 19 and 37 (a), the Comrittee strongly recomends
that the State party take all appropriate nmeasures to prevent and conbat
ill-treatnment of children, including physical and sexual abuse within the
fam ly, at school and in child-care institutions. The Conmittee recomends
that the State party undertake prevention canpai gns, including through
education, to protect children against abuse and maltreatnent. Conprehensive
studi es on these issues should be initiated in order to understand them
better and facilitate the el aboration of policies and programes, including
rehabilitation progranmes, to conbat them effectively.

58. The Committee reconmends that the State party consider reviewing its

| egi slation and practice relating to the possibility of placing a child up for
adoption before birth. Furthernore, the Comrittee encourages the State party
to consider accession to the Hague Convention of 1993 on Protection of

Chil dren and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption

59. The Conmittee recommends that the State party envi sage undertaki ng
further neasures to prevent and redress unequal access to health services and
to the education system between the rural and urban popul ation, and in
particular to facilitate the access of Roma children to health and education
The Conmittee al so recommends that health services and nedi cal supplies be
equal ly distributed between and within the |ocal governnents. Schools and
vocational training should be nmade accessible to poor children and those
living in rural areas, especially children belonging to the Roma popul ation

60. The Committee reconmends that breastfeeding be promoted in health
facilities.

61. Wth regard to adol escent health issues, the Commttee recomends t hat
in order to reduce the nunber of teenage pregnancies, reproductive health
education programres be strengthened and that informtion camnpai gns be

| aunched concerning fanmly planning and prevention of H V/AIDS. Furthernore,
the Committee encourages the State party to continue its efforts in
undert aki ng conprehensive studi es on suicide anong youth to enable authorities
to inprove their understanding of this phenonmenon and take appropriate
measures to reduce the suicide rate. The Comittee al so recommends that the
State party undertake further preventive and curative measures, including
rehabilitation and reintegration programmes, to address the issue of drug
abuse and al cohol consunption anong adol escents.

62. The Committee encourages the State party to continue its efforts to
prevent and conmbat the commercial sexual exploitation of children, especially
the use of children in pornography and prostitution and the trafficking of
children. Further studies and surveys should be conducted on this issue in
order to design a conprehensive policy and programres to address these
phenonena. Rehabilitation and reintegration programes should be devel oped
for victims of sexual abuse and exploitation

63. The Conmittee recommends that the State party envi sage undertaki ng
further nmeasures to ensure the full conpatibility of the juvenile justice
systemwi th the Convention, especially articles 37, 40 and 39, and ot her
United Nations standards in this field such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh
Gui delines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
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Deprived of their Liberty. Particular attention should be paid to addressing
i ssues such as the ill-treatnment of children in detention centres, the use of
deprivation of liberty other than as a neasure of last resort, and the
stigmati zati on of the npbst vul nerable categories of children, including those
bel onging to the Rona minority. Training progranmes on the rel evant

i nternational standards should be conducted for all professionals involved
with the juvenile justice system The Conmittee further suggests that the
State party consider seeking technical assistance for this purpose, inter alia
fromthe Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights, the
Centre for International Crine Prevention, the International Network on
Juvenil e Justice and UNI CEF, through the Coordi nati on Panel on Technica

Advi ce and Assistance in Juvenile Justice.

64. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Conmittee recomends that the initial report and witten replies submtted by
the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge and that the
publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant sunmmary
records and concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Comrittee. Such a
docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and

awar eness of the Convention and of its inplenentation and nmonitoring wthin
the Governnent, the Parlianment and the general public, including concerned
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons.

Concl udi ng observations of the Committee on the Rights of
the Child: Denpcratic People's Republic of Korea

65. The Committee considered the initial report of the Denmpcratic People’s
Republic of Korea (CRC/C/3/Add.41) at its 458th to 460th neetings

(CRC/ C/ SR. 458-460), held on 20 and 22 May 1998 and adopted* the follow ng
concl udi ng observati ons:

A. | nt r oducti on

66. The Committee takes note of the initial report and witten answers to
the list of issues (CRC/C/ Q DPRK/1) submitted by the State party. The
Committee notes that after having requested postponenent of the consideration
of its report initially scheduled for the sixteenth session, the State party
sent a highly representative delegation to the present session. The Committee
al so takes note of the additional information provided by the State party in
the course of the dialogue with the Conmttee, during which the
representatives of the State party indicated the policy and progranme
directions, as well as the obstacles and difficulties encountered in

i mpl ementing the Convention

* At the 477th neeting, held on 5 June 1998.
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B. Positive aspects

67. The Commttee takes note of the fact that international instrunents,
i ncluding the Convention on the Rights of the Child, have the same status as
donmestic | aw and can be invoked before the courts.

68. The Committee notes with appreciation that both education and health
services are free of charge in the State party.

69. The Committee takes note of the willingness of the State party to engage
in international cooperation programmes to facilitate the full inplenentation
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 1In this regard, the Comm ttee
takes note of the areas identified by the State party as requiring technica
cooperation, such as nutrition, health, educational support materials,
col l ecting and processing data and statistics, and nonitoring, training and
provi di ng appropriate support to children with disabilities.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

70. The Conmittee takes note of the difficulties faced by the State party in
its inplenmentation of the Convention as a result of the dissolution of its
traditional econonmic ties and of the 1995 and 1996 fl oods, which have had a
very serious inpact on the whole society.

D. Principal subjects of concern

71. The Committee is very concerned by the increase in the child nortality
rate resulting frommalnutrition that affects the nost vul nerable children
including those living in institutions. It is also concerned at the

deterioration of the health status of children, resulting mainly from
shortages of food, nedicine and cl ean water.

72. In light of article 4 of the Convention, the Cormittee is concerned that
insufficient attention has been paid in allocating budgetary resources in
favour of children “to the maxi numextent of ... available ... and, where

needed, within the framework of international cooperation”

73. The Committee is concerned at the | ack of a specific nechanismto
monitor progress in all areas covered by the Convention and in relation to al
groups of children especially the npbst vul nerabl e ones, in urban and rura

ar eas.

74. The State party's |linmted capacity for devel opi ng specific di saggregated
i ndicators to eval uate progress and assess the inpact of existing policies on
all children is a matter of concern

75. While noting the efforts undertaken by the State party for child

wel fare, the Cormittee is concerned that the national strategy, policies and
programes for children do not yet fully reflect the rights-based approach
enshrined in the Convention. Furthernore, the Conmttee is concerned that the
general principles of the Convention, as laid down in its articles 2
(non-discrimnation), 3 (best interests of the child) and 12 (respect of the
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views of the child), are not being fully integrated into the |egislation
pol i cies and programmes relevant to children, in particular in relation to
children belonging to vul nerable categories such as children living in renote
areas, children with disabilities and children in institutions.

76. The Committee notes that insufficient measures have been taken to

di ssenmi nate and rai se awareness about the principles and provisions of the
Convention in all parts of society, anong children and adults alike, in
conformty with article 42 of the Convention

77. The Committee is concerned that corporal punishnent is still used,
especially within the famly environnent and in institutions, and by the fact
that no conprehensive strategy exists to eradicate this formof violence, in
light of, inter alia, articles 3, 19 and 28 of the Convention

78. The Committee is concerned by the unresolved fanmily reunification cases,
inlight of, inter alia, articles 3 and 9 of the Convention

79. The Committee is worried about the increasing problenms of environnmenta
degradation in the State party, which have a harnful inmpact on the health of
chi |l dren.

80. The Conmittee expresses its concern about de facto discrimnatory
attitudes that may occur against children with disabilities and at the

i nsufficient neasures taken by the State party to ensure that these children
have effective access to health, education and social services, and to
facilitate their full inclusion in society. The Conmittee is also concerned
about the small nunber of well-trained professionals dealing with children
with disabilities.

81. The Committee is concerned about the insufficiency of nmeasures taken to
under stand and address adol escent health issues, such as teenage suicides,
reproductive health and early pregnancies.

82. In light of the principles and provisions of the Convention, especially
its articles 3, 5 and 19, the Committee expresses its concern that the
phenonenon of child abuse and ill-treatnent within the famly is not

adequat el y addressed.

83. The adm ni stration of juvenile justice, and in particular its
conpatibility with articles 37, 40, and 39 of the Convention and with other
rel evant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the Ri yadh CGuidelines and the
United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their

Li berty, is a matter of concern to the Cormittee. The Comrittee remains
particularly concerned, inter alia, about the rights of the child to | ega
assi stance, judicial review and periodic review of placement. It is also
concerned that persons between the ages of 17 and 18 are consi dered by the
penal systemas adults. Although the Comrittee was informed that no child can
be sentenced to death, it remains concerned as to whether a person between 17
and 18 is considered an adult in this particular regard.
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E. Suggestions and recommendati ons

84. The Committee encourages the State party to continue to prevent and
conbat malnutrition in children with all appropriate measures, through
budgetary all ocations in favour of children to the maxi mum extent of avail able
resources and, where needed, within the framework of internationa

cooperation.

85. The Committee reconmends that the State party fully harmoni ze its

| egislation with the principles and provisions of the Convention. It also
encourages the State party to envi sage adopting conprehensive |egislation
covering all areas of the rights of the child, such as a children’s code. The
Conmittee further recomends that the State party envisage ratifying mjor

i nternational human rights treaties to which it is not yet a party, such as
the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Racia

Di scrimnation, the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of

Di scrim nati on agai nst Wonen and the Conventi on agai nst Torture and O her
Cruel, I nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishnent, as they all have an

i npact on the rights of the child.

86. The Committee reconmends that the State party give priority attention to
the identification of appropriate disaggregated indicators with a viewto
addressing all areas of the Convention and all groups of children in society.
Such nechani snms can play a vital role in systematically nonitoring the status
of children and in evaluating progress achieved in and difficulties hanpering
the realization of children's rights. They can be used as a basis for

desi gning programres to inprove the situation of children, particularly the
nmost di sadvantaged, including children living in renote areas, children with
disabilities, children ill-treated and abused within the fam |y as defined by
article 19 of the Convention, and children living in institutions.

I nternational cooperation could be sought to this effect, including from

UNI CEF.

87. The Committee encourages the State party to consider the establishnment
of a specific nmechanismto nonitor fully the inplenmentation of the Convention
especially for the nmost vul nerable groups of society.

88. The Conmittee recommends that consideration be given to incorporating
the Convention in the curricula of all educational institutions and that
appropriate neasures be taken to facilitate access by children to information
on their rights. The Committee al so suggests that the State party direct
further efforts to providing conprehensive training programes for

pr of essi onal groups working with and for children such as judges,

| awyers, |aw enforcenent personnel, arny officials, teachers, health personne
i ncl udi ng psychol ogi sts, school adm nistrators, social workers, and personne
of child-care institutions. Furthernore, the Committee reconmends that the
State party reinforce its dissem nation activities with regard to the
Convention in the spirit of its article 42. |International cooperation
especially from UNI CEF, should be sought in this regard.

89. The Conmittee recommends that the State party take all appropriate
measures to integrate fully the principles and provisions of the Convention
especially its general principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12), in its legal system
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strategies, policies and programes for children with a view to recogni zing
the child as a full subject of law. In light of article 12 of the Convention
specific attention should be given to educating all sectors of society,
especially parents and teachers, about the inportance of children's

partici pati on and of dial ogue between teachers, parents and children

90. The Committee suggests that the State party take all appropriate
measures, including of a legislative nature, to prevent and combat the use of
corporal punishnment, especially at honme and in institutions. The Commttee
al so suggests that awareness-raising canpai gns be conducted to ensure that
alternative forns of discipline are adm nistered in a manner consistent with
the child' s human dignity and in conformty with the Convention

91. The Committee reconmends that the State party pursue its efforts to
resolve famly reunification cases in light of the principles and provisions
of the Convention, especially articles 3 and 9.

92. The Committee encourages the State party to pay particular attention to
the full inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention and to ensure adequate
distribution of resources at both central and | ocal |evels. Budget

all ocations for the inplenmentation of econom c, social and cultural rights
shoul d be ensured to the nmaxi nrum extent of avail able resources and in the
[ight of the principles of non-discrimnation (art. 2) and the best interests
of the child (art. 3).

93. In light of the provisions and principles of the Convention, especially
articles 3 and 20, the Cormittee suggests that the State party consider
reviewing its policies and programmes regarding institutional care with a view
to supporting nore famly-oriented sol utions.

94. The Committee reconmends that the State party launch a conprehensive
study to enhance the understanding of the nature and scope of child abuse and
ill-treatnment within the famly, as defined by article 19 of the Convention
with a view to conmbating these harnful practices adequately.

95. In light of article 24 of the Convention, the Conmittee recomends that
particul ar attention be given to the inpact of environnental pollution on
children and that a study be undertaken on this subject. Internationa

cooperation in this field should be considered.

96. The Committee suggests that the State party undertake a conprehensive
study on the issues of reproductive health, youth suicides and early
pregnancies so as to identify the scope of the problenms and to devote adequate
resources to preventing and conbating these phenonena.

97. In light of the Standard Rul es on the Equalization of Cpportunities
for Persons with Disabilities (General Assenmbly resolution 48/96), the
Committee recomends that the State party develop early identification
programmes to prevent disabilities, inplenment alternative neasures to

the institutionalization of children with disabilities, and envi sage

awar eness-rai si ng canpai gns to reduce discrimnination agai nst di sabl ed
chil dren and encourage their inclusion into society.
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98. The Committee reconmends that the State party take all necessary steps
to bring its juvenile justice systeminto full conformty with the provisions
and principles of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, and
with other United Nations standards in this field such as the Beijing Rules,
the Riyadh Cuidelines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of
Juvenil es Deprived of their Liberty. Particular attention should be paid to
the rights of children to pronpt access to | egal assistance, judicial review
and periodic review of placenent. The State party should furthernore envi sage
extendi ng the special protection provided to children under penal law to al
persons under 18 years old. Training progranmes on the relevant internationa
st andards shoul d be organi zed for all professionals involved with the juvenile
justice system

99. Finally, the Commttee recommends that the w dest dissemi nation be given
to the State party's report, the discussion on the report in the Cormittee and
t he concl udi ng observations adopted foll owi ng exanm nation of the report.

Concl udi ng observations of the Conmmittee on the
Rights of the Child: Fiji

100. The Committee considered the initial report of Fiji (CRC/ C 28/ Add.7) at
its 461st and 462nd neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR. 461-462), held on 25 May 1998 and
adopted* the follow ng concludi ng observati ons:

A. | nt r oduction

101. The Committee wel cones the subm ssion of the State party’'s initial
report, which followed the guidelines established by the Commttee, and the
witten answers to the list of issues (CRC/C/ QFIJ/1), which enabled the
Committee to assess the situation of the rights of the child in the State
party. The Committee al so wel cones the frank, self-critical and cooperative
di al ogue with the State party’ s del egation

B. Positive aspects

102. The Committee appreciates the recent establishment of severa

adm ni strative, nonitoring and protection nmechanisnms on children’ s rights in
the State party such as the Coordinating Conmittee on Children (CCC), the
Children’s Unit within the Mnistry of Health and Social Wl fare, and the
Child Abuse Unit within the Police Departnent.

103. The Committee notes with appreciation the participation of
non- governnental organizations in the CCC and in the elaboration of the
State party’s report.

104. The Committee takes note of the 1997 anendnment to the Juvenile Act
regardi ng the prevention of child pornography.

* At the 477th neeting, held on 5 June 1998.
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C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

105. The Committee takes note of the particular nature of the State party,
its geographical configuration conprising 330 islands, the relatively snal
popul ati on conposed of a nunber of different and isolated communities, as well
as the recent changes in the econom c structure.

D. Principal subjects of concern

106. Wiile noting the neasures envisaged by the State party in the field of
law reform the Committee expresses its concern at the need to harnonize the

| egislation of the State party fully with the principles and provisions of the
Convention. In this regard, it is also concerned at the slow pace in the
process of enactnment of the Children’s and Young Persons’ Act.

107. Although the Conmittee is aware of the existing coordinating and

noni toring mechanisms, it is concerned about the lack of a systematic,
conprehensi ve and di saggregated quantitative and qualitative data-collection
mechani sm for all areas covered by the Convention, especially addressing the
nmost vul nerabl e groups of children, including those belonging to mnority
groups, children living in institutional care, girl children, and children
living in rural areas.

108. The Committee is concerned about the |lack of an i ndependent conpl aint
and nonitoring nechanismfor children, such as an Orbudsperson or a
Conmi ssioner for Children

109. The Committee is concerned that despite the efforts undertaken by the
State party in identifying priority areas for budgetary allocation of
resources for the benefit of children, insufficient human and financia
resources are allocated for the full inplenentation of the provisions of the
Conventi on.

110. While recognizing the efforts of the State party to dissenm nate the
Convention and to train professionals working for and with children in the
provi sions and principles of the Convention, as well as to translate the
Convention into the Fijian and Hi ndi |anguages, the Cormmittee is of the view
that these neasures are insufficient. The Comittee remmi ns concerned at the
| ack of adequate and systematic training for professional groups working with
and for children.

111. The Comrmittee is concerned about the fact that the State party does not
appear to have fully taken into account the general principles contained in
its articles 2 (non-discrimnation), 3 (best interests of the child), 6 (right
to life, survival and devel opnent) and 12 (respect for the views of the child)
inits legislation, its adm nistrative and judicial decisions, and inits
policies and progranmes relevant to children

112. The Committee expresses its concern at the fact that the m ninum age for
marriage, set at 16 for girls and at 18 for boys, is discrimnatory and
contrary to the principles of the Convention
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113. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 2, insufficient measures
have been adopted to ensure the full enjoynent by all children of the rights
recogni zed by the Convention, in particular in relation to access to education
and health services. O particular concern are certain vul nerable groups of
children, especially the girl child, children with disabilities, children
living in rural areas or in sluns, and children born out of wedlock. In this
regard, the Cormittee considers that the use of the term*“illegitimte
children” (ex-nuptial children) in the lawis contrary to the principle of
non-di scrimnation contained in article 2 of the Convention

114. The Committee is concerned about the lack of conformty of the birth
regi stration systemwith all the requirenents of article 7 of the Convention

115. While aware of the initiative presented by the CCCto Fiji's Law Reform
Conmi ssion for the |legal prohibition of the use of corporal punishment, the
Conmittee remains concerned that corporal punishment is still used by parents
and that internal school regulations do not contain explicit provisions
prohibiting this harnful practice, in conformity with, inter alia,

articles 3, 19 and 28 of the Convention

116. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient awareness of and | ack of
information on ill-treatnment and abuse, including sexual abuse, both within
and outside the famly, at the insufficient |egal protection neasures and
appropriate resources, both financial and human, as well as at the |ack of
adequately trained personnel to prevent and combat such abuse.

117. Al though the Conmittee is aware that the existing |egislation on
adoption is being re-exam ned, it is concerned that the current |egislation
does not reflect the principles and provisions of the Convention and does not
effectively protect children against illicit transfer and non-return

118. While the Cormittee acknow edges the State party’s efforts to reduce the
infant nortality rate and the under-five nortality rate, it is still concerned
about the preval ence of malnutrition and high rates of maternal nortality, as
well as the linmted access to health services on renote islands.

119. While the Cormittee takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State
party in the field of adolescent health, it is particularly concerned at the
hi gh and increasing rate of early pregnancies, the incidence of sexually
transmtted di seases anpong the youth, the occurrence of teenage suicide, the
i nsufficient access by teenagers to reproductive health education and
counsel Il ing services, including outside schools, and the insufficient
preventive neasures on H V/ Al DS

120. Wth regard to the situation of children with disabilities, the
Conmittee expresses its concern at the insufficient neasures taken by the
State party to ensure effective access of these children to health, education
and social services, and to facilitate their full inclusion into society.

The Conmittee is al so concerned about the small nunber of well-trained

prof essionals working with and for children with disabilities.

121. Wiile taking note that a compul sory primary educati on system was
gradual |y established in 1997, the Cormittee is concerned about the fact that
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this systemis not yet fully in place. The Commttee al so expresses its
concern regarding the high drop-out rates as well as at the unequal access to
qual ity education. It is further concerned about the absence of a public
pre-school systemin the State party.

122. The Committee is concerned about the existing | ow mni mum age for access
to work, set at 12 years. The Committee is concerned about the | ack of data
on child | abour and economi c exploitation, including sexual exploitation of
chi | dren.

123. The Conmittee is concerned about the insufficient neasures to address
i ssues of drug and al cohol abuse which are increasingly affecting children in
the State party.

124. The Committee expresses its concern at the insufficient rehabilitation
measures for ill-treated, sexually abused and econom cally exploited children
as well as their limted access to the justice system

125. Wiile the Conmittee takes note that the adm nistration of juvenile
justice is regulated by the Juvenile Act, it is concerned about the ful
conpatibility of this legislation with articles 37, 40 and 39 of the
Convention as well as other relevant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the
Ri yadh Gui delines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty. |In particular, the Cormittee is concerned at the
| ack of legal counselling for children in care centres, that detention is not
bei ng used as a neasure of last resort, and about the poor state of detention
centres. Wth regard to the m ninumage for crimnal responsibility, though
the Conmittee is aware that juvenile offenders aged 10 to 17 enjoy a specia
judicial procedure, it is especially concerned about the | ow m ni num age for
crimnal responsibility, set at 10 years. The fact that children aged
between 17 and 18 years are not considered under the juvenile justice system
is also a matter of concern

E. Suggestions and recommendati ons

126. The Committee encourages the State party to take all necessary neasures
to accelerate the process for the enactnment of the Children’s and Young
Persons’ Act as well as other legislation related to children’s rights. The
Committee al so recommends that the State party ensure that its donestic
legislation fully conforms with the provisions and the principles of the
Convention. The Committee further recomends that the principles and

provi sions of the Convention be taken into account in the Constitutiona
Amendrment Bill (1997). In this regard, it also recommends that a specific
reference to the Convention on the Rights of the Child be envisaged.

127. The Committee recommends that the State party envisage ratifying al

ot her major international human rights treaties, including the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights and the Convention agai nst Torture and
O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shnent, which all have an
i npact on the rights of the child.
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128. The Committee recomends that the State party strengthen its
coordination efforts through the Coordinating Commttee on Children. It also
recommends that the State party devel op a conprehensive system of collecting
di saggregated data, in order to gather all necessary information on the
situation of children in the various areas covered by the Convention

i ncluding children belonging to vul nerable groups. The Conmittee encourages
the State party to seek to this effect international cooperation from

inter alia, UN CEF.

129. The Committee encourages the State party to give further consideration
to the establishnment of an Orbudsperson for Children or any equival ent
i ndependent conpl ai nt and noni tori ng mechani sm

130. The Committee encourages the State party to pay particular attention to
the full inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention and to ensure the
appropriate distribution of resources at the local and central |evels. Budget
al l ocations for the inplenentation of economic, social and cultural rights
shoul d be ensured to the nmaxi nrum extent of avail able resources and, where
needed, within the framework of international cooperation, as well as in the
[ight of the principles of non-discrimnation and the best interests of the
child (arts. 2 and 3 of the Convention).

131. The Committee recommends that the State party harnonize the m ni nrum age
for marriage with the principles and provisions of the Convention.

132. It is the Conmttee's view that further efforts nust be undertaken to
ensure that the general principles of the Convention (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12)

not only gui de policy discussions and deci si on-naki ng, but are also
appropriately reflected in any judicial and adm nistrative proceedings and in
the devel opment and inplenentation of all projects, programes and services
whi ch have an inpact on children. The Committee wi shes to encourage the State
party to further develop a systematic approach to increasing public awareness
of the right to participation of children in the light of article 12 of the
Conventi on.

133. The Committee recomrends that a nore active approach be taken to

elim nate discrimnation against certain groups, in particular the girl child,
children with disabilities, children in institutional care, children living in
rural areas, poor children such as those living in slums, and children born
out of wedlock (ex-nuptial children).

134. The Committee recomends that the State party take all appropriate
measures to inprove its birth registration systemin light of article 7 of the
Convention. The Commttee al so recommends that the State party | aunch

awar eness-rai si ng canpai gns regarding the parents’ duty to regi ster newborn
chi | dren.

135. The Committee recommends that corporal punishment be conprehensively
prohi bited by |Iaw and that neasures be taken to rai se awareness on the
negati ve effects of corporal punishment and to ensure that discipline in
schools, famlies and institutional care is admnistrated in a manner
consistent with the child s dignity, in light of article 28 of the Convention
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136. In light of article 19 of the Convention, the Commttee further
recommends that the State party take all appropriate nmeasures, including
revision of legislation, to prevent and conbat ill-treatnment within the

fam |y, including domestic violence and sexual abuse of children. It
suggests, inter alia, that the authorities set up social programes to prevent
all types of child abuse as well as to rehabilitate the child victins. Law
enforcenent should be strengthened with respect to such crines; adequate
procedures and nechanisns to deal with conplaints of child abuse should be
devel oped, such as special rules of evidence and special investigators or
conmuni ty focal points.

137. In light of, inter alia, articles 3, 10 and 21 of the Convention, the
Committee encourages the State party to accelerate the process of reform of
its legislation relating to adoption and to illicit transfer and non-return
The Committee suggests that the State party envi sage acceding to the Hague

Convention of 1993 on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of

I ntercountry Adoption

138. The Committee recomends that the State party pronote adol escent

health policies and the strengthening of reproductive health education and
counselling services. The Committee further suggests that a conprehensive
and nmultidisciplinary study be undertaken to understand the scope of

adol escent health problens, especially early pregnancies. The Conmittee al so
recommends that further efforts, both financial and human, be undertaken to
devel op child-friendly care and rehabilitation facilities for adol escents and
their famlies.

139. In light of the Standard Rul es on the Equalization of Opportunities for
Persons with Disabilities (General Assenbly resolution 48/96), the Conmittee
recommends that the State party develop early identification progranmes to
prevent disabilities, inplement alternatives to the institutionalization of
di sabl ed children, envisage awareness-rai sing canmpai gns to reduce

di scrim nation agai nst disabled children, establish special education
programes and centres for disabled children and encourage their inclusion
into society. The Conmittee further recommends that the State party seek
techni cal cooperation for the training of professional staff working with and
for children with disabilities. International cooperation from inter alia,
UNI CEF and the World Health Organization can be sought to this effect.

140. The Committee recommends that the State party undertake all appropriate
measures to accelerate the full inplementation of the conpul sory education
system and to i nprove the access to education of the nost vul nerable groups of
chi | dren.

141. The Committee recommends that further neasures, including |egal reform
be taken to fully inplenent the provisions of article 32 of the Convention and
other related international instrunents. The Committee encourages the State
party to consider acceding to |ILO Convention No. 138 regardi ng m ni nrum age for
access to work. Furthernore, efforts should be undertaken to prevent and
conmbat econom c exploitation, or any work that is likely to be hazardous or to
interfere with the child' s education, or to be harnful to the child' s health
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or physical, mental, spiritual, noral or social devel opnent. Particular
attention should be paid to the conditions of children working within their
famlies, in order to protect themfully. The Conmittee recomends that the
State party envi sage seeking technical cooperation from inter alia, UN CEF
and the ILOin this area.

142. The Committee recomends that the State party strengthen its efforts to
prevent and combat drug and substance abuse anpbng children, and take al
appropriate nmeasures including public information canmpaigns in and outside the
schools. It also encourages the State party to support rehabilitation
programes for child victinms of drug and substance abuse. 1In this regard, the
Committee encourages the State party to consider seeking technical assistance
from inter alia, UN CEF and WHO

143. The Committee recommends that further neasures, including |egal reform
be taken to fully inplenent the provisions of article 34 of the Convention, to
prevent and combat sexual econom c exploitation of children, including the use
of children in prostitution and pornography and the trafficking and abduction
of children.

144. In light of article 39 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that
the State party undertake further efforts to establish rehabilitation centres
for child victins of ill-treatment, sexual abuse and econom c exploitation

145. Wth regard to the adm nistration of juvenile justice, the Conmittee
recommends that the State party take all nmeasures to fully integrate the

provi sions of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, as well as
ot her relevant international standards in this area, such as the Beijing

Rul es, the Riyadh CGuidelines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection
of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty, inits legislation, its laws, its
policies, programmes and practices. |In particular, the Conmittee recomends
that it review the provision governing |egal counselling for children in care
centres in conflict with the law, that detention be used only as a neasure of
| ast resort, and that conditions in detention centres be inproved. The
Committee strongly recommends that the State party raise the m ninum age for
crimnal responsibility and raise to 18 years the age of persons considered
under the juvenile justice system Furthernore, the Conmttee recomends that
the State party consider seeking international assistance from inter alia,
the O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights, the
Centre for International Crine Prevention, the International Network on
Juvenil e Justice and UNI CEF, through the Coordi nati on Panel on Technica

Advi ce and Assistance in Juvenile Justice.

146. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Conmittee recommends that the initial report and witten replies submtted by
the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge and that the
publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant summary
records and the concludi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Committee.

Such a wide distribution should generate debate and awareness of the
Convention and of its inplenentation and nonitoring within the Government, the
Parliament and the general public, including concerned non-governnmenta

or gani zati ons.



CRC/ C/ 79
page 25

Concl udi ng observations of the Committee on the
Ri ghts of the Child: Japan

147. The Committee considered the initial report of Japan (CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.1l) at
its 465th to 467th neetings (CRC/C/ SR 465 to 467) held on 27 and 28 May 1998
and adopted* the follow ng concludi ng observati ons:

A. | nt r oducti on

148. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the State party for the
submi ssion of its initial report, which followed the guidelines set by the
Committee on the Rights of the Child, as well as for the witten answers to
its list of issues (CRC/C/ QJAP/1). It takes note of the supplenmentary

i nformati on provided by the del egati on during the consideration of its report
and the constructive dialogue with the nultidisciplinary del egation of the
State party.

B. Positive factors

149. The Committee notes the efforts by the State party in the field of |aw
reform The Conmittee wel cones the amendnents to the Child Welfare Law
adopted in 1997 as well as the decision in May 1998 ainmed at ensuring that al
single mothers have the right to a child allowance for children born out of
wedl ock. The Committee al so takes note of the 1996 revision of the
immgration rules regarding residency status for foreign nothers who raise
chil dren of Japanese national s.

150. The Committee wel conmes the information given by the del egation that the
State party is currently considering ratifying the Convention against Torture
and O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatnment or Puni shnent.

151. The Committee welcones the State party’s initiative to convene a
“Children’s Diet” as a means of realizing an inportant di nmension of article 12
of the Convention

C. Principal subjects of concern

152. The Committee notes with concern the reservation made by the State party
to article 37 (c) of the Convention, as well as the declarations made in
relation to articles 9, paragraph 1, and 10, paragraph 1.

153. The Committee notes with concern that although the Convention on the

Ri ghts of the Child has precedence over donestic |legislation and can be

i nvoked before donestic courts, in practice courts in their rulings usually do
not directly apply international human rights treaties in general and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child in particular

* At the 477th neeting, held on 5 June 1998.



CRC/ C/ 79
page 26

154. Wiile noting the establishnment of the Managenent and Coordi nati on Agency
and the Commttee for the Pronotion of Youth Policy, the Conmttee is
nevert hel ess concerned about their limted mandate and the insufficient
measures adopted to ensure effective coordination between different
governnment al departments conpetent in areas covered by the Convention, as well
as between the central and local authorities. The Conmttee is concerned that
this may result not only in a |ack of coordination of governmental action, but
al so in inconsistency.

155. The Committee notes with concern the insufficient measures to coll ect
di saggregated statistical data, including data related to the registration of
conplaints fromchildren, and other information on the situation of children
especially those belonging to the npst vul nerable groups, including children
with disabilities, children placed in institutions and children belonging to
nati onal and ethnic mnorities.

156. The Committee is concerned at the absence of an independent body with a
mandate to nmonitor the inplenmentation of the rights of children. It notes
that the monitoring systemof “Civil Liberties Conm ssioners for the Rights of
the Child” in its present formlacks independence fromthe Governnent as wel
as the authority and powers necessary to fully ensure the effective nonitoring
of children’s rights.

157. Wiile recognizing the efforts of the State party in this respect, the
Committee is concerned that insufficient nmeasures have been taken to

di ssenmi nate and pronpte wi despread awareness in all parts of society, anopng
children and adults alike, about the principles and provisions of the
Convention and particularly the inportance that the Convention attaches to the
notion of the child as a full subject of rights. The Conmittee is also
concerned that the Convention has not been made available in any mnority

| anguage and at the insufficient steps taken to provide rel evant professiona
groups with training in the rights of the child.

158. While noting with appreciation the active participation of

non- gover nnental organi zations in issues related to children’s rights, the
Committee is concerned that the know edge and expertise of civil society is
not adequately utilized at the present stage of cooperation between the
authorities and NGOs, which leads to insufficient participation of NGOs

in all stages of inplenentation of the Convention

159. The Committee is concerned that the general principles of

non-di scrimnation (art. 2), the best interests of the child (art. 3) and
respect for the views of the child (art. 12), are not being fully integrated
into the legislative policies and programes relevant to children, in
particular in relation to children from vul nerabl e categories such as those
bel onging to national and ethnic minorities, especially A nu and Koreans,
children with disabilities, children in institutions or deprived of liberty
and children born out of wedl ock. The Comrittee is particularly concerned
about unequal access by children of Korean origin to institutions of higher
education and the difficulties encountered by children in general in
exercising their right to participate (art. 12) in all parts of society,
especially in the school system
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160. The Committee is concerned that |egislation does not protect children
fromdiscrimnation on all grounds defined by the Convention, especially in
relation to birth, |anguage and disability. The Commttee is particularly
concerned about |egal provisions explicitly permitting discrimnation, such
as article 900 (4) of the Civil Code which prescribes that the right to

i nheritance of a child born out of wedlock shall be half that of a child born
within a marriage, and about nention of birth out of wedlock in officia
docunents. It is also concerned at the provision of the Civil Code
stipulating a different mninmum age of marriage for girls (16 years) from

t hat of boys (18 years).

161. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient nmeasures taken by the
State party to guarantee the child s right to privacy, especially in the
fam ly, schools and other institutions.

162. In light of article 17 of the Convention, the Cormittee is concerned at
the insufficient nmeasures introduced to protect children fromthe harnfu
effects of the printed, electronic and audio-visual nedia, in particular

vi ol ence and pornography.

163. In light of article 21 of the Convention, the Cormittee is concerned at
the I ack of necessary safeguards to ensure the best interests of the child in
cases of intercountry adoption

164. The Committee is concerned at the nunber of institutionalized children
and the insufficient structure established to provide alternatives to a famly
environnent for children in need of special support, care and protection

165. The Committee is concerned about the increase of child abuse and
ill-treatnment, including sexual abuse, within the famly. The Comittee notes
with concern that insufficient neasures have been taken to ensure that al
cases of abuse and ill-treatnent of children are properly investigated,
sanctions applied to perpetrators and publicity given to decisions taken

It is also concerned about the insufficient nmeasures taken to ensure the early
i dentification, protection and rehabilitation of abused children

166. Wth regard to children with disabilities, the Conmttee notes

with concern the insufficient nmeasures taken by the State party,

notw thstanding the principles laid down in the Fundanmental Law for People
with Disabilities, 1993, to ensure effective access of these children to
education and to facilitate their full inclusion in society.

167. Wiile taking into account the advanced health system and the very | ow
infant nortality rate, the Conmttee is concerned about the high nunber of
sui ci des anmong children and the insufficient measures to prevent this
phenonenon, the insufficient access by teenagers to reproductive health
education and counsel ling services, including outside schools, and the

i nci dence of HIV/ Al DS anpbng adol escents.

168. Wiile noting the inportance given to education by the State party,

as illustrated by a very high literacy rate, the Cormittee is concerned that
children are exposed to devel opnental disorders due to the stress of a highly
conpetitive educational system and the consequent |ack of time for I|eisure,
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physical activities and rest, in light of the principles and provisions of the
Convention, especially its articles 3, 6, 12, 29 and 31. The Committee is
further concerned about the significant nunber of cases of school phobia.

169. The Committee is concerned about the insufficient nmeasures taken by the
State party to introduce human rights education into school curricula in a
systematic manner, in accordance with article 29 of the Convention

170. The Committee is concerned at the frequency and | evel of violence in
school s, especially the w despread use of corporal punishment and the

exi stence of numerous cases of bullying among students. VWile |egislation
prohi biting corporal punishment and such nmeasures as hot |lines for victinms of
bul lying do exist, the Conmttee notes with concern that current neasures have
been insufficient to prevent school viol ence.

171. Wiile noting the draft bill on sexual exploitation, introducing pena
sanctions against nationals involved in the exploitation of children through
prostitution or pornography, and taking note of the conference organized as a
followup to the Wirl d Congress agai nst Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of
Children held in Stockholmin 1996, the Committee is concerned at the |ack of
a conprehensive plan of action to prevent and conmbat child prostitution, child
por nography and trafficking of children

172. The Committee is concerned about the insufficient measures undertaken to
address issues of drug and al cohol abuse which are increasingly affecting
children in the State party.

173. The situation in relation to the adm nistration of juvenile justice and
its compatibility with the principles and provisions of the Convention, in
particular articles 37, 40 and 39, as well as other relevant standards such as
the Beijing Rules, the R yadh CGuidelines and the United Nations Rules for the
Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty is a matter of concern to
the Committee. |In particular, the Comrittee is concerned about the

i nsufficiency of independent nonitoring and adequate conplaints procedures,
the insufficiency of alternatives to detention and to the use of pre-tria
detention as a last resort. The conditions in substitute prisons are also a
matter of concern.

D. Suggestions and recommendations

174. In light of the Vienna Declaration and Programre of Action of 1993, the
Committee encourages the State party to consider reviewing its reservation to
article 37 (c) and its declarations with a viewto their w thdrawal.

175. Wth regard to the status of the Convention in donestic |law, the
Committee recomends that the State party provide, in its next periodic
report, detailed infornmation on cases where the Convention on the Rights of
the Child and other human rights treaties have been i nvoked before domestic
courts.

176. The Committee recomrends that the State party strengthen coordi nation
bet ween the various governnental mechanisns involved in children s rights,
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at both the national and |ocal levels, in order to devel op a conprehensive
policy on children and ensure effective nonitoring and eval uation of the
i npl enmentati on of the Convention

177. The Committee recomends that the State party take nmeasures to devel op
a systemof data collection and to identify appropriate disaggregated
indicators in order to address all areas of the Convention and to facilitate
the identification of sectors where further action is needed and the
assessnment of progress achieved.

178. The Committee recommends that the State party take the necessary steps
to establish an independent nonitoring nmechanism either by inproving and
expandi ng the existing systemof “Civil Liberties Comm ssioners for the Rights
of the Child” or by creating an Orbudsperson or a Commi ssioner for Children's
Ri ghts.

179. The Committee recommends that greater efforts be made by the State party
to ensure that the provisions of the Convention are w dely known and
under st ood by both children and adults. Systematic training and retraining
programmes in the rights of the child should be organized for all professiona
groups, including nenbers of the police, the security forces and other |aw
enforcenent officials, judicial personnel, |awers, magistrates, teachers and
school administrators at all |evels of education, social workers, officials of
central or local admnistrations, personnel of child-care institutions and
heal th and nedi cal personnel, including psychologists. 1In order to reinforce
the status of the child as a full subject of rights, the Commttee recomends
that the Convention be incorporated in the curricula of all educationa
institutions. It further recomends that the Convention in its entirety be
made avail abl e, and when necessary translated, in mnority |anguages.

180. The Committee encourages the State party to interact and cooperate
closely with non-governnental organizations in inplenenting and nonitoring the
principles and provisions of the Convention.

181. It is the Conmittee's view that further efforts nust be undertaken to
ensure that the general principles of the Convention, in particular the
general principles of non-discrimnation (art. 2), the best interests of the
child (art. 3) and respect for the views of the child (art. 12), not only
gui de policy discussions and deci si on-naking, but also are appropriately
reflected in any legal revision, judicial and administrative decisions, and in
t he devel opnment and inplenentation of all projects and programes which have
an inpact on children. In particular, |egislative neasures should be

i ntroduced to correct existing discrimnation against children born out of
wedl ock. The Committee al so reconmends that discrimnatory treatnment of

m nority children, including Korean and Ainu children, be fully investigated
and el im nated whenever and wherever it occurs. Furthernore, the Conmittee
recommends the sanme mini num age for marriage of boys and girls.

182. The Committee recomends that the State party introduce additiona
nmeasures, including legislative ones, to guarantee the child s right to
privacy, especially in the famly, in schools, and in childcare and other
i nstitutions.
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183. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt all necessary
nmeasures, including |legal ones, with a view to protecting children from
harnful effects of the printed, electronic and audio-visual nmedia, in
particul ar viol ence and pornography.

184. The Committee recommends that the State party take the necessary steps
to ensure that the rights of the child are fully protected in cases of
intercountry adoptions and to consider ratifying the Hague Convention of 1993
on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption

185. The Committee recommends that the State party take neasures to
strengthen the structures established to provide alternatives to a famly
environnent for children in need of special support, care and protection

186. The Committee recomrends that the State party collect detailed

i nformati on and data regarding cases of child abuse and ill-treatnent,
i ncl udi ng sexual abuse, within the famly. The Conmittee recomends that
cases of abuse and ill-treatnent of children be properly investigated,

sanctions applied to perpetrators and publicity given to decisions taken in
order to enhance understanding of this phenonmenon, and that in order to
achieve this, an easily accessible and child-friendly conplaint procedure be
est abl i shed.

187. In light of the Standard Rul es for the Equalization of Opportunity for
Persons with Disabilities (General Assenbly resolution 48/96), the Conmittee
recommends that the State party make further efforts to ensure practica

i mpl enentati on of the existing |egislation, take alternative nmeasures to
institutionalization of children with disabilities, and envi sage

awar eness-rai si ng canpai gns to reduce discrimination against children with
disabilities and encourage their inclusion into society.

188. The Committee recomends that the State party take all necessary
nmeasures to prevent suicides and incidents of H V/ Al DS anong adol escents,
i ncluding the collection and analysis of information, the |aunching of
awar eness-rai si ng canpai gns, reproductive health education and the
establ i shment of counselling services.

189. In view of the highly conpetitive educational systemin the State party
and its negative effects on children’s physical and nental health, the
Committee recomends that the State party take appropriate steps to prevent
and conbat excessive stress and school phobia in light of articles 3, 6, 12,
29 and 31 of the Convention

190. The Committee recomends that the State party take appropriate neasures
to include human rights education in the school curricula, in a systematic
manner, in accordance with article 29 of the Convention

191. In light of, inter alia, articles 3, 19 and 28.2 of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that a conprehensive programme be devised and its

i mpl enentation closely nonitored in order to prevent violence in schools,
especially with a viewto elimnating corporal punishment and bul |l yi ng.
Additionally, it recomrends that corporal punishnent be prohibited by law in
the famly and in childcare and other institutions. The Conmttee also
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recommends that awareness-raising canpai gns be conducted to ensure that
alternative forns of discipline are adm nistered in a manner consistent with
the child s human dignity and in conformty with the Convention

192. The Committee recommends that the State party design and inplement a
conprehensive plan of action to prevent and combat child prostitution, child
por nography and trafficking of children, in line with the outcone of the
1996 Worl d Congress agai nst Commrercial Sexual Exploitation of Children

193. The Committee recomends that the State party strengthen its efforts to
prevent and conmbat drug and substance abuse anong children and take al
appropriate neasures, including public information canpaigns in and outside
the schools. It also encourages the State party to support rehabilitation
programes for child victinms of drug and substance abuse.

194. The Committee recommends that the State party envi sage undertaking a
review of the systemof juvenile justice in light of the principles and

provi sions of the Convention and of other United Nations standards in this
field such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh CGuidelines and the United Nations
Rul es for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty. Particular
attention should be paid to the establishment of alternatives to detention
the nonitoring and conplaints procedures and the conditions in substitute
prisons.

195. Finally, the Conmittee recommends that, in light of article 44,

par agraph 6, of the Convention, the initial report and witten replies
presented by the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge
and that the report be published, along with the rel evant summary records and
t he concl udi ng observations adopted thereon by the Conmttee. Such a w de

di stribution shoul d generate debate and awareness of the Convention and of its
i mpl enentation and nmonitoring within the Governnent, the Parlianent and the
general public, including concerned non-governnental organizations.

Concl udi ng observations of the Conmmittee on the
Ri ghts of the Child: Mal di ves

196. The Committee considered the initial report of Ml dives (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 33
and 37) at its 468th to 470th neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR 468-470), held on 28
and 29 May 1998, and adopted* the follow ng concludi ng observations:

A. | nt r oduction

197. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the State party for
the subm ssion of its initial reports and the witten answers to the |ist
of issues (CRC/C/ Q@ MAL/1). The Conmittee is encouraged by the frank,
self-critical and constructive dialogue with the State party's del egation

* At the 477th neeting, held on 5 June 1998.
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The Conmittee al so acknow edges the fact that the presence of a high-ranking
del egation directly involved in the inplenmentation of the Convention enabl ed
it to assess the situation of the rights of the child in the State party.

B. Positive aspects

198. The Committee notes the enactnment of the Law on the Protection of the
Ri ghts of the Child (Law 9/91), which constitutes a basis for the devel opnent
of nore conprehensive legislation in this area.

199. The Committee wel cones the establishnment of the National Council for the
Protection of the Rights of the Child, in charge of nonitoring the goals set
by the National Plan of Action, as well as the Unit for the Rights of the
Child (URC) within the Mnistry of Winen’'s Affairs and Social Wl fare, in
charge of the inplenentation of the Convention in the State party.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention

200. The Conmittee takes note of the particular nature of the State party,
its geographical configuration conprising 1,190 islands, out of which only
approximately 200 are inhabited, the relatively small popul ati on conposed of a
nunber of different and isolated communities, as well as changes in the
econom ¢ structures and rapid popul ation growth

D. Principal subjects of concern

201. The Committee is concerned that the reservations nmade to articles 14
and 21 of the Convention by the State party may affect the inplenmentation of
the rights guaranteed in these articles.

202. The Committee expresses its concern regarding the need to harnonize
fully the Law on the Protection of the Rights of the Child (Law No. 9/91) and
ot her domestic legislation with the principles and provisions of the
Convention, taking into account its holistic nature.

203. Although the Commttee is aware of existing coordinating nechanisns, it
is concerned at the insufficiently systemati c and conprehensive, and al so

di saggregated, quantitative and qualitative data-collection, for all areas
covered by the Convention, especially the nost vul nerable groups of children
such as children living in institutional care, girl children and children
living on isolated islands.

204. The Committee is concerned at the lack of a specific nechanismto
monitor progress in all areas covered by the Convention and in relation to al
groups of children, especially the nost vul nerable ones, in urban and rura
ar eas.

205. Wth regard to article 4 of the Convention, the Cormittee is concerned
that the financial and human resources available for the inplenmentation of al
the rights recognized by the Convention are insufficient to ensure adequate
progress in inproving the situation of children in the State party.
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206. The Conmittee is concerned regarding the | ack of participation of civi
soci ety in designing and inplementing policies and programmes for children

207. VWhile recognizing the efforts of the State party to dissem nate the
Convention and to train professionals working for and with children on the
provi sions and principles of the Convention, as well as the translation of the
Convention into the Ml divian | anguage (Dhivehi), the Committee is of the view
that these neasures are still insufficient.

208. The Committee is concerned at the lack of clarity on the status of
chil dren aged between 16 and 18 years. 1In this regard, it is especially
concerned by the | ow m ninum ages for marriage and crimnal responsibility.

209. The Committee is concerned that the State party does not appear to have
fully taken into account the provisions of the Convention, especially its
general principles as contained in its articles 2 (non-discrimnation),

3 (best interests of the child), 6 (right to life, survival and devel opnment)
and 12 (respect for the views of the child), inits legislation, its

adm nistrative and judicial decisions, and in its policies and progranmes

rel evant to children

210. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 2, the Conmittee is
concerned at the insufficient nmeasures adopted to ensure the full enjoynent
by girl children and children with disabilities of the rights recognized in
the Convention. The Conmittee is also concerned at the situation of children
born out of wedl ock, especially with regard to their right to inheritance.
Furthernore, the Conmittee expresses its concern at the existing disparities
between children living on the capital island of Male and those living on
renote islands.

211. While aware of the efforts undertaken by the State party for the
prevention of ill-treatnent of children, the Conmttee expresses its concern
at the insufficient awareness of and lack of information on ill-treatment and
abuse, including sexual abuse both within and outside the fanmly, at the
insufficient |egal protection neasures, at the inappropriate resources, both
financial and human, as well as at the |ack of adequately trained personnel to
prevent and combat such abuse. The insufficiency of rehabilitation nmeasures
for such children and their limted access to justice are also matters of
concern.

212. The Comrittee is concerned at the high rate of divorce - considered
anong the highest in the world - in the State party and its possible negative
i npact on children. The Conmittee is also concerned at the | ack of research
and studi es on the harnful consequences on children of divorces and early
marriages as well as the insufficient neasures to create public awareness on
the detrinental effects of divorce.

213. The Conmittee expresses its concern at the insufficient alternative care
nmeasures for children deprived of a famly environnent.

214. Despite the State party’'s efforts in reducing the infant nortality rate
and increasing child imunization, the Conmittee is concerned at the
preval ence of malnutrition (stunting and iron deficiency) and the high
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maternal nortality rate, as well as the linited access to safe water and
adequate sanitation. The Conmttee is also concerned regarding problens of
adol escent health, in particular the high and increasing rate of early
pregnanci es, the |ack of access by teenagers to reproductive-health education
and services, and the insufficient preventive neasures agai nst H V/ Al DS
Furthernore, the Conmittee expresses its concern at the insufficient neasures
to pronote breastfeeding of children, especially in health facilities.

215. Wth regard to the situation of children with disabilities, the
Conmittee expresses its concern at the insufficient neasures taken by the
State party to ensure effective access of these children to health, education
and social services, and to facilitate their full inclusion into society. The
Conmittee is al so concerned about the small nunber of well-trained
professionals working with and for children with disabilities.

216. Although the Committee is aware of the State party’ s achievenents in the
area of primary school enrolnent, it remains concerned at the fact that
education is not compul sory by law, at the high drop-out rate between primary
and secondary school, at the shortage of trained teachers, at the existing
gender disparities in secondary school enrolnments and at disparities in the
access to education between the capital and the atolls.

217. \While the Comrittee is aware of the plans to establish a drug
rehabilitation unit, it expresses its concern at the insufficient neasures
undertaken to address issues of drug abuse which are increasingly affecting
children in the State party.

218. The Conmittee expresses its concern at the insufficient preventive
measures, including |legal ones, to avoid the energence of child |abour and
econonmi ¢ exploitation, including sexual exploitation. The Conmittee is also
concerned at the |ack of preventive neasures, including |egal ones, concerning
child prostitution, child pornography, trafficking and sale of children

219. VWhile the Comrittee takes note that the administration of juvenile
justice is regulated by the Penal Code and the Law on the Protection of the
Rights of the Child, it is concerned about the full conpatibility of such
legislation with articles 37, 40 and 39 of the Convention as well as other

rel evant standards, such as the United Nations Standard M nimum Rules for the
Admi nistration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules), the United Nations
Gui delines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the Riyadh CGuidelines)
and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their
Li berty. Although the Conmittee is aware that juvenile offenders aged up

to 16 enjoy a special judicial procedure, it is particularly concerned
regarding the situation of those between 16 and 18 years, who are consi dered
as adults.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

220. In the light of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action adopted
by the World Conference on Human Rights in June 1993, which encouraged States
to withdraw reservations to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the
Committee recomrends the State party to consider reviewing its reservations to
the Convention with a view to wi thdraw ng them
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221. The Committee recomrends the State party to engage in a conprehensive
reformof its legislation, with a viewto ensuring its full conformty with
the principles and provisions of the Convention.

222. The Committee encourages the State party to accede to other major

i nternational human rights treaties, including the International Covenant on
Cvil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and
Cultural Rights, and the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman
or Degradi ng Treatnment or Punishnment, which all bear an inpact on the rights
of the child.

223. The Committee recomrends that the State party strengthen and extend the
activities of the Coordinating Cormittee on Children. It also reconmends that
the State party devel op a conprehensive system of coll ecting di saggregated
data, in order to gather all necessary information on the situation of
children in the various areas covered by the Convention, including children
bel onging to vul nerable groups. The Committee encourages the State party to
seek to this effect international cooperation from inter alia, UN CEF

224. The Committee encourages the State party to consider the establishnent
of an independent nmechanismto fully nonitor the inplementation of the
Convention, especially for the nost vul nerable groups of society.

225. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention, the
Conmittee encourages the State party to consider the possibility of seeking

i nternational cooperation for additional resources to inplenent all the rights
enshrined by the Convention

226. I n order to enhance the partnership with all conponents of the civi
society in inplenmenting the Convention, the Conmttee strongly encourages the
State party to facilitate the establishnment of non-governnental organizations
dealing with children and to cooperate with them

227. The Commttee encourages the State party to pursue its efforts for the
di ssenmi nation of the principles and provisions of the Convention and in
providing training to all professional groups working with and for children
The Committee suggests that the State party seek assistance from inter alia,
the Ofice of the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights and UNICEF in this
regard.

228. The Committee reconmmends that the State party raise the | egal age of
definition of the child, which is currently set at 16 years. |In this regard,
the [ egal mninumages for marriage and crimnal responsibility should be
revi ewed.

229. It is the Committee's view that further efforts should be undertaken to
ensure that the general principles of the Convention (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12)
not only gui de policy discussions and deci si on-naki ng, but are also
appropriately reflected in any judicial and adm nistrative proceedings and in
the devel opment and inplenentation of all projects, programes and services
whi ch have an inpact on children
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230. The Committee reconmends that the principle of non-discrimnation, as
provi ded under article 2 of the Convention, be fully inplenmented. A nore
proactive approach should be taken to elimnate discrimnation against the
girl child, children with disabilities, children Iiving on renote islands, and
children born out of wedl ock. The Comrittee encourages the State party to
enact and inplenent its National Policy on Wrnen, which may bear a positive

i mpact on the status of the girl child.

231. In the light of article 19 of the Convention, the Conmm ttee reconmends
that the State party take all appropriate nmeasures to prevent and conbat
ill-treatnment within the fam|ly and sexual abuse of children. It suggests,

inter alia, that the authorities set up social programres to prevent all types
of child abuse as well as to rehabilitate the child victins. Law enforcenent
shoul d be strengthened with respect to such crines; adequate procedures and
mechani sms to deal with conplaints of child abuse shoul d be devel oped, such as
speci al rules of evidence, and special investigators or comunity focal

poi nts.

232. The Committee recomends that the State party accel erate the enactnent
of its Famly Law. The Conmittee al so recomrends that the State party
undertake research and studies on the negative inmpact of famly disruption on
children as well as to continue with its awareness-raising canmpaign on this

i ssue. Furthernore, the Conmttee recommends to the State party to inprove
counsel ling services for parents.

233. In view of article 20 (3) of the Convention, the Conmttee recomends
that the State party give consideration to the establishment of alternative
care measures, such as kafalah, for children deprived of a fanmly environnent.

234. The Committee reconmends that the State party pronote adol escent health
policies and programmres by, inter alia, strengthening reproductive-health
education and counselling services as well as inproving preventive neasures to
combat HI V/AIDS. The Committee further suggests that a conprehensive and

mul tidisciplinary study be undertaken to understand the scope of the
phenonmenon of adol escent health problens, including the negative inmpact of
early marriages. The Conmmittee al so recomrends that further efforts, both
financi al and human, such as the devel opnment of counselling services for both
young people and their fam lies, be undertaken for the prevention and care of
adol escents' health problens and for the rehabilitation of victinmns.

235. In the light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities
for Persons with Disabilities (General Assenbly resolution 48/ 96), the
Committee recomrends that the State party develop early identification
programmes to prevent disabilities, inplement alternative neasures to the
institutionalization of children with disabilities, envisage awareness-rai sing
canpai gns to reduce their discrinmination, establish special education
programes and centres, and encourage their inclusion in society. The
Committee al so recommends to the State party to undertake research on the
causes of disabilities. The Conmittee further recommends to the State party
to seek technical cooperation for the training of professional staff working
with and for children with disabilities. International cooperation from
inter alia, UNICEF and the Wrld Health Organization (WHO can be sought to
this effect.
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236. Wth regard to article 28 of the Convention, the Conmttee recomends to
the State party to nmake primary educati on compul sory and available free to
all, to inprove the training of school teachers and the access to education of
t he nost vul nerabl e groups of children, including girl children and children
living on rempte islands. The Conmittee recommends to the State party to
consi der seeking international assistance from inter alia, UN CEF and UNESCO

237. The Committee recomrends that preventive neasures, including |ega
reform be taken to fully inplenment the provisions of article 32 of the
Convention and other related international instrunents.

238. In the light of article 34 of the Convention, the Comm ttee reconmends
that preventive neasures, including |egal reform be taken to prevent and
conbat the sexual exploitation of children, including through pornography,
prostitution, trafficking and sale.

239. In the light of articles 24, 33 and 39 of the Convention, the Conmmttee
recommends to the State party to strengthen its efforts to prevent and conbat
drug and substance abuse anobng children, and to take all appropriate measures,

i ncluding public information canpaigns in and outside the schools. It also
encourages the State party to support rehabilitation progranmes for child
victinms of drug and substance abuse. In this regard, the Conmttee encourages

the State party to consider seeking technical assistance from inter alia,
UNI CEF and the World Health Organization

240. Wth regard to the adm nistration of juvenile justice, the Commttee
recommends that the State party accel erate the adoption of special procedures
for children to fully integrate the provisions of the Convention, in
particular articles 37, 40 and 39 as well as other relevant internationa
standards in this area, such as the Beijing Rules, the Ri yadh Guidelines and
the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their
Liberty inits legislation, |laws, policies, progranmes and practices. In
particular, the Cormittee recomends special procedures for children aged
between 16 and 18, who are currently considered adults, to establish specia
courts for children and to review the provision of |egal counselling for
children in care centres. Furthernore, the Committee recomends to the
State party to consider seeking international assistance from inter alia,
the O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights, the
Centre for International Crine Prevention, the International Network on
Juvenil e Justice and UNI CEF t hrough the Coordination Panel on Juvenile

Justi ce.

241. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the initial report and witten replies submtted by
the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge and that the
publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant summary
records and concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Comrittee. Such a
wi de distribution should generate debate and awareness of the Convention, its
i npl enmentation and nonitoring within the Governnment, the Parlianment and ci vi
soci ety.
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Concl udi ng observations of the Conmmittee on the
Ri ghts of the Child: Luxenbour g

242. The Conmittee considered the initial report of Luxenbourg
(CRC/C/ 41/ Add. 2) at its 471st to 473rd neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR 471-473), held
on 2 and 3 June 1998, and adopted* the foll ow ng concl udi ng observati ons:

A. | nt r oducti on

243. The Commttee wel comes the subnission of the State party's detail ed
initial report, which followed the guidelines established by the Comrittee.

It also takes note of the witten answers to the list of issues
(CROCQ@LUX1). The Committee further welconmes the fruitful and constructive
di al ogue with the del egation

B. Positive factors

244. The Committee notes the existence of the Youth Parlianent, and wel cones
its involvenent in the discussion regarding the proposed |law to establish a
comm ttee having the functions of an Orbudsperson

245. The Committee wel conmes the statenment of the del egation that the
Government of Luxenmbourg has the intention of increasing its contribution to
i nternati onal devel opnent assistance fromO0.36 per cent to the 0.7 per cent
United Nations target of its Gross Donmestic Product by the end of 1999.

C. Principal subjects of concern

246. The Committee is concerned that the State party has made reservations
affecting articles 2, 6, 7 and 15 of the Convention

247. The Committee expresses its concern that while the 1992 Law on Youth
Protection covers several provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, donestic legislation still needs to be anended and new | aws enacted to
fully inplenment the principles and provisions of the Convention. 1In this
regard, the Cormittee is concerned by the slow pace for the adoption of
proposed appropriate anmendnents.

248. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not adopted a
conprehensive policy to pronote and protect children's rights. It is also
concerned by the absence of a strong coordination and nonitoring nechani sm and
that the project to establish a Luxenmbourg Conmittee on Children's Rights as
an i ndependent nonitoring nechanismhas still not been formalized.

249. \While recognizing the efforts of the State party in this respect, the
Committee is concerned that insufficient nmeasures have been taken to provide

* At the 477th neeting, held on 5 June 1998.
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adequate training on children’s rights to all professional groups working wth

and for children. It also believes that systematic di ssenm nation and

awar eness rai sing about the principles and provisions of the Convention in al
parts of society, anong children and adults alike, still remains a matter of
concern.

250. The Conmittee is concerned that there is no I aw which fully covers al
the grounds related to non-discrimnation as spelled out in article 2 of the

Convention, and that children born out of wedlock may still suffer different
forms of discrimnation and stigmatization, particularly fromthe use of the
terms “legitimate” and “illegitimate” in the Civil Code.

251. The Committee expresses its concern that the general principles of the
Convention, especially its articles 2 (non-discrimnation), 3 (best interests
of the child) and 12 (respect for the views of the child), are not yet fully
i npl emented in | egislation, policies and practice.

252. The Committee expresses its concern that the rights enunerated in
article 7.1 of the Convention, especially the right of the child to know his
or her parents, are denied by the State party to children born anonynously
(“under x”), even if this right is proven to be in their best interests.

253. The Committee is concerned that no | egislation exists to protect
children from bei ng exposed to viol ence and pornography through video novies
and ot her nodern technol ogi es, nost promnently, the Internet. Moreover,
concern is expressed that possession of pornographic material, including that
involving children, is not an offence in the State party.

254. In the light of articles 3, 5, 19 and 28.2 of the Convention, concern is
expressed that corporal punishnent within and outside the famly is not
specifically prohibited by | aw

255. The Conmittee is concerned that |egislation does not cover all existing
forms of placement. It is further concerned that regular and i ndependent

nmoni toring and periodic review of placenment are not systematically undertaken
The Committee is also concerned by the placenent of children in care
institutions in neighbouring countries due to lack of facilities and trained
professionals in the State party.

256. Wth regard to adoption, the Comrittee notes with concern that domestic
| egi sl ati on does not appear to respect fully all the provisions of article 21
of the Convention, especially the inplenmentation of appropriate nmeasures to
ensure that intercountry adoption does not result in inproper financial gain
for those involved in it.

257. The Committee expresses its concern that the Penal Code restricts its
protection fromall forns of abuse and neglect to children under 14 years ol d.

258. \While taking note of the 1994 | aw on school inclusion for children with
disabilities, the Conmttee is concerned at the unclear status of
i mpl enentation of this |egislation.
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259. The Committee expresses its concern at the noticeable reduction in the
rate of breastfeeding following the first nonth of birth. It is further
concerned by the short maternity | eave period and that the International Code
for Marketing of Breast MIk Substitutes is not fully inplemented.

260. The Conmittee expresses its concern about the rate of suicides anong
young people in the State party, and that suicides have occurred anmong young
peopl e when in detention. The Commttee is also concerned by the increase of
drug and al cohol abuse anpbng yout h.

261. The Committee is concerned about the insufficient measures taken by the
State party to introduce human rights education, including the rights of the
child, into the school curricula in a systematic manner, in accordance wth
article 29 of the Convention

262. Wth regard to sexual exploitation of children, the Commttee expresses
its concern at the existence of child prostitution in the State party and at
the invol vemrent of children in international prostitution networks. It is
further concerned that it is not illegal for children above 16 to get involved
in prostitution.

263. The administration of juvenile justice, and in particular its
conpatibility with articles 37, 40 and 39 of the Convention and w th other

rel evant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the Ri yadh CGuidelines and the
United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their

Li berty, is a matter of concern to the Commttee. The Committee is

particul arly concerned that children aged between 16 and 18 may be referred to
ordinary courts and judged as adults. It is further concerned that juveniles
may be detained with adults in ordinary prisons, where the conditions are
extremely unfavourable, including strict limts on tinme for exercise and

| ei sure, the virtual absence of educational opportunities and |ong periods of
isolation in their cells. 1In this regard, the Cormittee is concerned by the
sl ow pace taken to inplenent all decisions taken by the intermnisteria
wor ki ng group to inprove drastically the conditions of detention of children

E. Suggestions and recommendations

264. In the light of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action of 1993,
the Committee encourages the State party to consider reviewing its
reservations with a view to their withdrawal.

265. The Commttee recomends that the State party, on a priority basis, take
all necessary neasures to ensure that its donestic legislation is in ful
conformty with the provisions and principles of the Convention.

266. The Committee encourages the State party to adopt a conprehensive
strategy for children. The Conmmittee al so wishes to suggest that the State
party envi sage the establishment of a permanent nechani sm of coordination,
eval uation, nonitoring and followup for policies aimed at the protection of
the child to ensure that the Convention is fully respected and i npl enented, at
the central and local levels. 1In this respect and as part of the ongoing
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efforts of the State party to pronote and protect the rights of the child, the
Committee encourages the State party in its efforts to establish an
i ndependent nonitoring body, such as an Orbudsperson

267. The Commttee recomends that the State party continue to dissem nate

t he Convention in appropriate | anguages to adults and children alike. 1t also
recommends that the authorities continue to ensure awareness rai Sing,
education and training programes about the Convention on the Rights of the
Child for professional groups working for and with children, such as: judges,
| awyers, |law enforcenent and arny officials, civil servants, including at the
| ocal |evel, personnel working in institutions or other places of detention
for children, health personnel and social workers.

268. The Committee recomrends that the State party fully take into account in
its legislation all the grounds for protection fromdiscrimnation as spelled
out in article 2 of the Convention. |In particular, the Cormttee recomends
that the State party take all appropriate nmeasures to ensure that children
born out of wedl ock do not suffer discrimnatory treatment or stigmatization
and that the ternms “legitimte” and “illegitimte”, which are currently used
inthe GCvil Code, be elimnated. In view of the nultinational dinmension of
the society, the Cormittee further reconmends that the State party take al
appropriate neasures, including | egal ones, to guarantee all the rights set
forth by the Convention to all children [iving within its jurisdiction, in the
light of articles 2, 3 and 22

269. It is the Comrittee's view that further efforts must be undertaken to
ensure that the general principles of the Convention, in particular

“non-di scrimnation” (art. 2), the “best interests of the child” (art. 3) and
the “respect for the views of the child” (art. 12), not only guide policy
formul ati on and deci si on-nmaki ng, but also are integrated appropriately into
any judicial and administrative decisions, as well as in the devel opnent and
i npl enmentation of all projects and programes which have an inpact on
chi | dren.

270. In order to protect fully the rights of children born anonynously
(“under x”), the Committee recommends that the State party take al
appropriate neasures to ensure that the provisions of article 7, especially
the right of the child to know his or her parents, be fully enforced in the
light of the principles of “non-discrimnation” (art. 2) and the "best
interests of the child” (art. 3).

271. In the light of article 17 of the Convention, the Comm ttee reconmends
that the State party take all appropriate |egal and other nmeasures to protect
children from bei ng exposed to viol ence and pornography through video novies
and ot her nodern technologies, including the Internet. The Conmittee also
recommends that the State party pursue its efforts to adopt |egislation
effectively prohibiting the possession of pornographic material involving
children. Bilateral cooperation w th neighbouring countries should be engaged
to this effect.

272. In the light of articles 3, 19 and 28.2, the Committee reconmends t hat
corporal punishment at home and in care institutions be explicitly prohibited
by | aw.
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273. The Committee encourages the State party to take all appropriate
measures, including of a legislative nature, to ensure that a child placed in
any formof institution is guaranteed all his/her rights set forth by the
Convention, in particular the right to periodic review of placement. The
Committee al so recommends that the State party establish a nonitoring
mechani sm for care and other types of institutions. Particular attention
shoul d be paid to nonitoring children placed in foreign institutions when
speci al i zed expertise or appropriate facilities do not exist in the State
party. In this regard, the Commttee recomends that a study to assess the

i npact of placenent of children in neighbouring countries be undertaken

274. The Committee recomends that the State party ensure that donestic

| egi sl ati on, procedures, policies and practices fully respect the provisions
of article 21 of the Convention. It encourages the State party to consider
rati fying the Hague Convention of 1993 on Protection of Children and
Cooperation with Respect to Intercountry Adoption

275. Wth regard to the rights of children with disabilities and in the |ight
of, inter alia, the provisions of article 23 of the Convention, the Conmittee
encourages the State party to take all neasures to inmplenment fully the 1994

| aw on school i nclusion

276. The Committee encourages the State party to specifically integrate human
rights education, including the rights of the child, in the school curricula.

277. The Commttee recomrends that the State party undertake a conprehensive
study to identify reasons for the drop in breastfeeding after the first nonth.
It also recommends the extension of the period of maternity | eave, serious
efforts to educate the public - especially new parents - on the benefits of
breast f eedi ng and the adoption of other neasures, as necessary, to counteract
any negative inpact on enploynent of wonmen who wi sh to continue breastfeeding
their children for a longer period of tine. Finally, the Comm ttee reconmends
that the State party increase its efforts to pronote conpliance with the
International Code for Marketing of Breast MIk Substitutes.

278. The Committee encourages the State party to undertake studies on the
causes of suicide and other nental health probl ens anbng young people and to
adopt neasures to conbat this phenonenon. It further recommends that the
State party undertake “youth-friendly” preventive, curative and rehabilitative
nmeasures to address the increasing problemof drug and substance abuse anong
young adol escents.

279. The Committee reconmmends reinforcing its |egislation, policies and
programmes to prevent and conbat all forns of sexual exploitation and abuse,
including child prostitution, child pornography and trafficking in children
In this regard, the Commttee recommends that the State party establish a
conprehensi ve national plan of action and inplenent the recomendati ons of
the 1996 Stockhol m Congress agai nst Commercial Sexual Exploitation of
Chi | dren.

280. Wth regard to the adm nistration of juvenile justice, the Commttee
recomends that the State party take all nmeasures to fully integrate the
provi sions of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, as well as
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ot her rel evant international standards in this area, such as the Beijing

Rul es, the Riyadh CGuidelines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection
of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty in its legislation, policies and
practices. Special attention should be given to alternatives to detention, to
preventing suicide in detention, to providing appropriate infrastructures to
detained children in order to fully ensure their separation fromadults and to
guarantee that they have regular contacts with their family. The right of
detai ned children to education, including vocational training, should be fully
taken into account. The Commttee strongly recommends that the State party
take all appropriate neasures to inplenment all appropriate recomendations
adopted by the interm nisterial working group to inprove drastically the
conditions of detention of children

281. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Conmittee recommends that the initial report and witten replies submtted by
the State party be made widely available to the public, along with the sumary
records of the relevant neetings and concl udi ng observati ons adopted by the
Committee. Such wide distribution should generate debate and awareness of the
Convention and the state of its inplenentation, particularly within the
Governnent, the relevant ministries, the Parlianment and non-governmenta

or gani zati ons.

1. OVERVIEW OF THE OTHER ACTIVITIES OF THE COW TTEE

A. Review of devel opnents relevant to
the work of the Comrittee

282. During the session, the Conmttee was inforned by nmenbers about various
meetings in which they had partici pated.

283. M. Rabah informed the Committee about his participation at a series of
sem nars on juvenile justice organized jointly by the Lebanese Mnistry of
Justice and UNICEF on 3, 4 and 5 April 1998. The sem nars mainly addressed
judges, |awyers and social workers.

284. On 1 March 1998, Ms. Palnme was invited by the Muhanmed Boudi af
Foundation (Al geria) to nmake introductory remarks on the situation and the
future of children in Al geria.

285. From7 to 12 March 1998, Ms. Karp attended a conference on the issue of
commerci al sexual exploitation of young persons entitled “Qut fromthe
shadows” in Victoria (Canada). She delivered a lecture on the role of the
Conmittee in conbating sexual exploitation of children. This neeting brought
together for the first tinme, froma w de range of countries fromthe Anericas,
children and adol escents who had been commercially sexually exploited. The
54 young del egates adopted a Declaration and Agenda for Action which was
subsequently subnmitted to the nmenbers of the Conmittee. Ms. Karp further
partici pated as a resource person in a sem nar on reporting procedures for the
Baltic region and Pol and, organized by UNICEF in Riga (Latvia) on

23-25 March 1998. She al so participated on behalf of the Commttee in the
seventh session of the Conmi ssion on Crine Prevention and Crimnal Justice
held from23 to 24 April 1998 in Vienna and nade an intervention under the
itemon standards and norns in crine prevention and crimnal justice with



CRC/ T/ 79
page 44

particul ar reference to ECOSOC resolution 1997/ 1 concerning the establishnent
of a coordination panel on technical advice and assistance in juvenile
justice.

286. From 23 to 25 March 1998, Ms. Mooi participated in Wrld Vision
International's annual neeting held in Seattle (United States) where she
presented a paper on the rights of the girl child. The East Asia and Pacific
Regi onal O fice of UNICEF invited Ms. Moi to participate as a resource
person in a neeting held from18 to 20 May 1998 regardi ng the regi ona

i mpl ement ati on process of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
strengt heni ng of national coordinating bodies. Ms. Moi, who represented the
Committee at this neeting, shared with participants her experience in
monitoring the rights of the child.

287. Ms. Sardenberg reported that she had attended as an observer on behal f
of the Conmittee the meeting of the d obal Advisory Commttee of the

Chi | dwat ch Monitoring Children’s Rights Project, from20 to 21 March 1998, at
the Centre for Fanmily Research, University of Canbridge (United Kingdom). 1In
her presentation, Ms. Sardenberg reaffirmed the support of the Commttee for
this project and insisted on the need to devel op appropriate indicators in the
field of children’s rights which would respond to the requirenments of
validity, objectivity, accuracy and di saggregation (see CRC/ C/ 10).

B. Cooperation with United Nations and ot her conpetent bodies

288. During the session, the Conmttee held neetings with United Nations
bodi es and specialized agencies as well as other conpetent bodies in the
framework of its ongoing dial ogue and interaction with these bodies in |ight
of article 45 of the Convention

289. On 25 May 1998, the Conmittee net informally with nmenbers of the Wrking
Group on Contenporary Fornms of Slavery in order to share relevant information
about the activities of each group of experts, commn objectives, as well as
possi bl e areas of cooperation. Menbers of the Committee were inforned that
the Working Group would focus special attention in 1999 to the issue of sale
and trafficking in human beings, including children. Furthernore, the
Committee agreed to nore systematically integrate in its work the 1949
Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the

Expl oitation of the Prostitution of OQthers, the different slavery instrunents,
the Programre of Action for the Prevention of the Sale of Children, Child
Prostitution and Child Pornography and the Programme of Action for the
Eli m nati on of the Exploitation of Child Labour

290. During an informal neeting between non-governmental organizations from
Japan and the Conmittee held on 26 May 1998, nenbers of the Comrittee were
briefed by four NGO representatives on the |atest devel opments regarding the
rights of the child in Japan

291. At its 474th meeting, on 3 June 1998, the Committee met with

four representatives, aged between 12 and 15 years old, of the G obal Mrch
Agai nst Child Labour. The d obal March was officially launched in

Novenber 1997 and began on 17 January 1998 in the Philippines to culmnate in
CGeneva during the International Labour Conference in June 1998, in order to
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express support for the ILO s proposed new convention targeting extreme forns
of child labour. During their dialogue with Conmittee menbers, the
representatives of the d obal March expl ai ned how t hey had been econom cally
exploited in their countries. They also told the Cormittee how they had
organi zed thensel ves to undertake a world canpai gn agai nst child | abour - the
G obal March. They expressed the hope that the future ILO convention woul d
prove to be a strong tool to elimnate all forns of exploitative child | abour

292. At its 475th meeting, on 4 June 1998, the Committee held a nmeeting with
United Nations bodi es and specialized agencies as well as other conpetent

bodi es. Representatives of UNICEF, |ILO UNHCR, UNAIDS, WHO and

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons attended this nmeeting. The Chairperson

Ms. Mason, introduced to all the partners the prelimnary survey of technica
advi ce and assistance in the framework of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child prepared by the Ofice of the H gh Comr ssioner for Human Ri ghts.
Representatives of UN CEF reported about several recent initiatives that were
of interest to the Commttee, including the future update and expansi on of

UNI CEF' s inpl ementati on handbook on the Convention and the activities planned
for the followup to the World Sunmit for Children (2001). The representative
of UNHCR presented the main actions undertaken in relation to the rights of
the child and stressed sone issues which were of particular concern to UNHCR
such as the detention of children, especially asylum seekers, and the forced
mlitary recruitnment of young people in refugee canps. Menbers of the
Committee were al so informed about the recent changes that had taken pl ace
within WHO and their inpact on the work of the Commttee. The representative
of WHO i nfornmed the Comrittee about a resolution adopted by the fifty-first
Wrld Health Assenbly on the health of children and adol escents which

inter alia, stressed the need for WHO to support the work of the Conmittee as
well as to assist States in their reporting and inplenentation obligations in
the health field under the Convention. The representative of UNAIDS provi ded
i nformati on on the status of children affected by or infected with H V/ Al DS
and detailed the programme of the 12th Wirld Al DS Conference which was
schedul ed to take place in Geneva in June 1998. Finally, the representative
of the NGO Group on the Convention on the Rights of the Child indicated that
the G oup had recently organi zed two regi onal neetings in West Africa and
Europe of national coalitions on children's rights; she also indicated that
NGOs and indivi dual experts were available, if requested, to provide
background i nformati on for menbers which could be used in drafting genera
comments. She al so stressed the inportance attached by the NGO community to
the fulfilnment by States parties of their obligation to submt periodic
reports seven years after the entry into force of the Convention in each
State.

C. Future thematic debate

293. At its seventeen session, the Conmittee had decided to devote its next
thematic di scussion to the consideration of “Children living in a world with
Hl V/ AIDS”, scheduled to take place on 5 Cctober 1998. At the present session
the Committee adopted an outline for the discussion which is contained in
annex VI.
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D. Informal visit

294. From 29 May to 1 June 1998, the Committee was invited by the Italian
authorities, with the support of the Italian National Committee for UNI CEF

for an informal visit to Florence. During the three-day visit, nenbers of the
Conmittee net with |ocal, regional and national authorities, including

Ms. Livia Turco, Mnister for Social Solidarity. The neetings provided the
Committee with a chance to be briefed on the inplenmentation of the Convention
inltaly. A working neeting with the UNICEF International Child Devel opnent
Centre (1CDC) was al so organi zed on 30 May 1998. After a brief explanation of
its main activities, |1CDC representatives offered suggesti ons on ways to

i nprove cooperation between the Centre and the Committee. It was suggested,
inter alia, that cooperation for the preparation and foll owup of the
Committee’s themati c di scussion days could be enhanced. On 30 June, the
Committee was invited by the Sienna regional branch of the National Commttee
for UNICEF to visit care institutions, including a support and rehabilitation
centre for children in difficult circunstances.

E. Oher related activities

295. On 6 and 7 March 1998 the Conmittee's working group on the child and the
medi a met in London. The working group was established in Cctober 1996 after
a discussion day held by the Cormittee on this topic (see CRC/ C/ 57,

paras. 242-57 and CRC/ C/ 66, para. 327 and annex |V). The neeting was convened
by M. Thomas Hammarberg, Chair of the working group, and organi zed by the

O fice of the Norwegi an Orbudsperson for Children, M. Trond Waage, on behalf
of the Government of Norway.

296. Foll ow ng recomrendati ons adopted during the October 1996 di scussion
day, the support expressed by the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human

Ri ghts and fol |l ow-up work undertaken by the working group, the Governnent of
Norway deci ded to organi ze an international workshop on the issue of the child
and the media in Gslo from20 to 22 January 1999. The aimof the London
nmeeting was to define the framework, format (including participants), agenda
and objectives of the international workshop

297. Representatives from Press Wse/lnternational Federation of Journalists,
the Ofice of the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts, UNI CEF, WHO and NORDI COM
(Nordi c Research on Media and Conmuni cati on) (UNESCO) participated in the
meeting in addition to M. Hammarberg and M. Wage

298. The workshop will take place within the franework of the
tenth anniversary commenoration of the adoption of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child by the United Nations General Assenbly.

299. The main objectives of the international workshop will be to enable
Governnents, inter alia, to inprove their policies and programes in this
field, mainly with respect to issues of protection, access and participation
(article 17 of the Convention); narrow the gap between the respective
interests of the private nedia owners, States and civil society; sensitize
private nedi a owners, journalists and other nedia workers to children's
rights; and inprove participation of children in the nedia.
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I'V. DRAFT PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE NI NETEENTH SESSI ON

300. The following is the draft provisional agenda for the nineteenth session
of the Conmittee:

1.

2.

301. At

Adoption of the agenda.
Organi zational and other matters.

Submi ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with
article 44 of the Convention

Consi deration of reports of States parties.
General discussion on “Children living in a world with H V/ Al DS .

Cooperation with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies
and ot her conpetent bodies.

Met hods of work of the Commttee.
Future neetings of the Conmittee.
O her matters.

V. ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT

its 477th neeting, held on 5 June 1998 the Conmittee considered the

draft report on its eighteenth session. The report was unani nously adopted by
the Conmittee.
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Annex |
STATES WHI CH HAVE RATI FI ED OR ACCEDED TO THE CONVENTI ON ON
THE RIGHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 5 JUNE 1998 (191)
States Date of signature Date of receipt of Date of entry
i nstrunment of into force
ratification/
accession a/
Af ghani st an 27 Septenber 1990 28 March 1994 27 April 1994
Al bani a 26 January 1990 27 February 1992 28 March 1992
Al geria 26 January 1990 16 April 1993 16 May 1993
Andorra 2 Cctober 1995 2 January 1996 1 February 1996
Angol a 14 February 1990 5 Decenber 1990 4 January 1991
Anti gua and
Bar buda 12 March 1991 5 Cctober 1993 4 Novenber 1993
Argentina 29 June 1990 4 Decenber 1990 3 January 1991
Arnmeni a 23 June 1993 a/ 22 July 1993
Australia 22 August 1990 17 Decenber 1990 16 January 1991
Austria 26 January 1990 6 August 1992 5 Septenber 1992
Azer bai j an 13 August 1992 a/ 12 Septenmber 1992
Bahamas 30 Cctober 1990 20 February 1991 22 March 1991
Bahr ai n 13 February 1992 a/ 14 March 1992
Bangl adesh 26 January 1990 3 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bar bados 19 April 1990 9 Cctober 1990 8 Novenber 1990
Bel ar us 26 January 1990 1 October 1990 31 Cctober 1990
Bel gi um 26 January 1990 16 Decenber 1991 15 January 1992
Bel i ze 2 March 1990 2 May 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Beni n 25 April 1990 3 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bhut an 4 June 1990 1 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bolivia 8 March 1990 26 June 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bosni a and
Her zegovi na b/ 6 March 1992
Bot swana 14 March 1995 a/ 13 April 1995
Brazi | 26 January 1990 24 Septenber 1990 24 Cctober 1990
Brune
Dar ussal am 27 Decenber 1995 a/ 26 January 1996
Bul gari a 31 May 1990 3 June 1991 3 July 1991
Bur ki na Faso 26 January 1990 31 August 1990 30 Septenber 1990
Bur undi 8 May 1990 19 Cctober 1990 18 Novenber 1990
Canbodi a 22 Septenber 1992 15 Cctober 1992 14 Novenber 1992
Camer oon 25 Septenber 1990 11 January 1993 10 February 1993

a/ Accession.

b/  Successi on.



St at es

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republ i c

Chad

Chile

Chi na

Col onbi a
Conor os
Congo

Cook I sl ands

Costa Rica
Cote d' lvoire
Croatia b/
Cuba

Cyprus

Czech
Republic b/
Denocrati c
Peopl e’ s
Republ i c of
Kor ea
Denocrati c
Republ i c of
Congo
Denmar k

D i bouti

Dom ni ca
Dom ni can
Republ i c
Ecuador

Egypt
El Sal vador

Equat ori al
Gui nea
Eritrea
Est oni a
Et hi opi a
Fiji

Dat e of signature

Date of receipt of
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Date of entry

28

30
30
26
29

26
30

26
26

23

20
26
30

26

26

26

20

May 1990

July 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990

August 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

January 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Cct ober 1990

August 1990

March 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

January 1990
August 1990
January 1990

February 1990
January 1990

Decenmber 1993

July 1993

instrunent of

ratification/

accessi on

13 Decenber 1991
4 June 1992 a/

23 April 1992
2 Cctober 1990
13 August 1990

2 March 1992
28 January 1991
22 June 1993
14 COctober 1993 a/
6 June 1997 a/

21 August 1990
4 February 1991

21 August 1991
7 February 1991

21 Septenber 1990

27 Septenber 1990
19 July 1991
6 Decenber 1990
13 March 1991

11 June 1991
23 March 1990
6 July 1990
10 July 1990

15 June 1992 a/
3 August 1994
21 Cctober 1991 a/
14 May 1991 a/
13 August 1993

into force

12 January 1992
4 July 1992

23 May 1992
1 Novenber
12 Sept enber

1990
1990

1 April 1992
27 February 1991
21 July 1993
13 Novenber
6 July 1997

1993

20 Sept enber
6 March 1991
8 COctober 1991

20 Septenber 1991
9 March 1991

1990

1 January 1993

21 October 1990

27 Cctober 1990
18 August 1991
5 January 1991
12 April 1991
1 July 1991
2 Sept enber
2 Sept enber
2 Sept enber

1990
1990
1990

15 July 1992
2 Sept enber
20 Novenber

13 June 1991
12 Sept ember

1994
1991

1993
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St at es

Fi nl and
France
Gabon
Ganbi a
Ceorgi a

Cer many
Chana

G eece

Gr enada
Guat emal a

Gui nea

Gui nea- Bi ssau
Guyana

Hai ti

Holy See

Hondur as
Hungary

I cel and

I ndi a

I ndonesi a

Iran (Islamc
Republ i c of)
I raq

I rel and

| srael

Italy

Janmai ca
Japan

Jor dan
Kazakst an
Kenya

Kiribati
Kuwai t
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People’'s
Denocrati c
Republ i c
Latvi a

Dat e of signature

Date of receipt of

Date of entry

26
26
26

26
29
26
21
26

26
30
20
20

31
14
26

26

30

26

26
21
29
16
26

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990
April 1990

May 1990
March 1990
January 1990

January 1990

Sept enber 1991

Sept enber 1990
July 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
August 1990
February 1994
January 1990

June 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accessi on

20 June 1991
August 1990
February 1994
August 1990

June 1994 a/

N 00 ©O©~NO

6 March 1992

5 February 1990
11 May 1993

5 Novenber 1990

6 June 1990

13 July 1990 a/
20 August 1990
14 January 1991
8 June 1995
20 April 1990

10 August 1990

7 Cctober 1991

28 Cctober 1992

11 Decenber 1992 a/
5 Septenber 1990

13 July 1994

15 June 1994 a/
28 Septenber 1992
3 COctober 1991

5 Septenber 1991

14 May 1991
22 April 1994
24 May 1991
12 August 1994
30 July 1990

11 Decenber 1995 a/
21 COctober 1991
7 Cctober 1994

8 May 1991 a/
14 April 1992 a/

into force

20 July 1991
6 Septenber 1990
11 March 1994
7 Septenber 1990
2 July 1994

5 April 1992

2 Septenber 1990
10 June 1993

5 Decenber 1990

2 Septenber 1990

2 Septenber 1990
19 Septenmber 1990
13 February 1991

8 July 1995

2 Septenber 1990

9 Septenber 1990

6 Novenber 1991
27 Novenber 1992
11 January 1993

5 Cct ober 1990

12 August 1994
15 July 1994

28 Cctober 1992
2 Novenber 1991
5 Cctober 1991

13 June 1991
22 May 1994
23 June 1991
11 Septenber 1994
2 Septenber 1990

10 January 1996
20 Novenber 1991
6 Novenber 1994

7 June 1991
14 May 1992



St at es

Lebanon
Lesot ho

Li beria

Li byan Arab
Jamahiriya
Li echtenstein

Li t huani a
Luxembour g
Madagascar
Mal aw

Mal aysi a

Mal di ves
Mal
Mal t a
Mar shal

I sl ands
Mauri tani a

Mauri ti us
Mexi co

M cronesi a
(Feder at ed
States of)
Monaco
Mongol i a

Mor occo
Mozanmbi que
Myanmar
Nam bi a
Naur u

Nepa

Net her | ands
New Zeal and
Ni car agua
Ni ger

Ni geri a
N ue

Nor way
Oman
Paki st an

Dat e of signature

Date of receipt of
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Date of entry

26
21
26

30

21
19

21
26
26
14
26

26

26

26
30

26

26

26

26

26

26

20

January 1990
August 1990
April 1990

Sept enber 1990

Mar ch 1990
April 1990

August 1990
January 1990
January 1990
April 1993

January 1990

January 1990

January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990

Sept enber 1990
January 1990
January 1990
Oct ober 1990
February 1990
January 1990
January 1990
January 1990

Sept enber 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accessi on

14 May 1991
10 March 1992
4 June 1993

15 April 1993 a/
22 Decenber 1995

31 January 1992 a/
7 March 1994
19 March 1991
2 January 1991 a/
17 February 1995 a/

11 February 1991
20 Septenber 1990
30 Septenber 1990

4 Cct ober 1993
16 May 1991

26 July 1990 a/
21 Septenber 1990

5 May 1993 a/
21 June 1993 a/
5 July 1990

21 June 1993

26 April 1994

15 July 1991 a/
30 Septenber 1990
27 July 1994 a/

14 Sept enmber 1990
6 February 1995
6 April 1993
5 Cctober 1990

30 Septenber 1990

19 April 1991

20 Decenber 1995 a/
8 January 1991

9 Decenber 1996 a/
12 Novenber 1990

into force

13 June 1991

9 April 1992
4 July 1993
15 May 1993

21 January 1996

1 March 1992
6 April 1994
18 April 1991
1 February 1991
19 March 1995

13 March 1991
20 October 1990
30 October 1990

3 Novenber 1993
15 June 1991

2 Septenber 1990
21 Cctober 1990

4 June 1993
21 July 1993
2 Septenber 1990

21 July 1993
26 May 1994
14 August 1991
30 Cctober 1990
26 August 1994

14 COctober 1990
7 March 1995

6 May 1993

4 Novenber 1990
30 Cctober 1990

19 May 1991

19 January 1996
7 February 1991
8 January 1997
12 Decenber 1990
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St at es

Pal au
Panama
Papua

New Gui nea
Par aguay
Per u

Phi i ppi nes

Pol and

Por t uga

Qat ar

Republ i c of
Kor ea

Republ i c of
Mol dova
Ronmani a
Russi an
Federati on
Rwanda
Saint Kitts
and Nevis

Sai nt Lucia
Sai nt Vi ncent
and the

G enadi nes
Sanpa

San Mari no
Sao Tone

and Principe

Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Seychel | es
Sierra Leone
Si ngapor e

Sl ovaki a b/
Sl oveni a b/
Sol onon

I sl ands
South Africa
Spai n

Dat e of signature

Date of receipt of

Date of entry

26
30
26
26

26
26

25

26

26
26

26

20
30

26

13

29
26

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
April 1990
January 1990

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
Decenber 1992
Sept enber 1990
January 1990

January 1990
January 1990

January 1990

1993
1990

Sept enber
Sept enber

January 1990

February 1990

January 1993
January 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accessi on

4 August 1995 a/
12 Decenber 1990

1 March 1993
25 Sept enber
4 Sept enmber

1990
1990

21 August 1990
7 June 1991
21 Septenber
3 April 1995

1990

20 November 1991

26 January 1993 a/
28 Septenber 1990

16 August 1990
24 January 1991

24 July 1990
16 June 1993 a/
26 Qct ober

29 Novenber
25 Novenber

1993
1994
1991 a/

14 May 1991 a/

26 January 1996 a/
31 July 1990
7 Sept enber
18 June 1990
5 COctober 1995 a/

1990 a/

10 April 1995 a/
16 June 1995

6 Decenber 1990

into force

3 Septenber 1995
11 January 1991

31 March 1993
25 Cctober 1990
4 Qctober 1990
20 Septenber 1990
7 July 1991

21 Cctober 1990

3 May 1995

20 Decenber 1991

25 February 1993
28 Cct ober 1990

15 Sept enmber 1990
23 February 1991

2 Septenber 1990
16 July 1993
25 Novenber

29 Decenber
25 Decenber

1993
1994
1991

13 June 1991
25 February 1996
Sept enber 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept enber 1990
Novenber 1995

ADNIDNO

=

January 1993
25 June 1991

10 May 1995
16 July 1995
5 January 1991



St at es

Sri Lanka
Sudan
Sur i name
Swazi | and
Sweden

Swit zer| and

Syrian Arab
Republ i c

Taj i ki stan

Thai | and

The former
Yugosl av
Republ i c of
Macedoni a b/

Togo

Tonga

Trini dad and
Tobago
Tuni si a

Tur key

Tur kneni st an
Tuval u
Uganda
Ukr ai ne
United Arab
Emrates

Uni ted Ki ngdom
of Great Britain
and Northern

I rel and
Unit ed

Republ i c

of Tanzani a
Ur uguay
Uzbeki st an
Vanuat u

Venezuel a
Vi et Nam
Yenen
Yugosl avi a
Zanbi a

Zi mbabwe

Dat e of signature

Date of receipt of
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Date of entry

26
24
26
22
26

18

26

30
26
14

17
21

19

30

26
26
13
26
30

January 1990
July 1990

January 1990
August 1990
January 1990

May 1991

Sept enber 1990

January 1990

Sept enber 1990
February 1990
Sept enber 1990

August 1990
February 1991

April 1990

June 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990

March 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

into force

12
3
1
7

29

24

15
26
27

20
22
17
28

16

10
20
29

13
28

11

accessi on

July 1991
August 1990
March 1993
Sept enber
June 1990

1995

February 1997

July 1993
Cct ober 1993 a/
March 1992 a/

August 1990
November

Decenber 1991
January 1992
April 1995

Sept enber
Sept enber
August 1990
August 1991

January 1997 a/

Decenmber 1991

June 1991
Novenber 1990
June 1994 a/
July 1993

Sept enber 1990
February 1990
May 1991
January 1991
Decenmber 1991

Sept enber 1990

1995 a/

1993 a/
1995 a/

11

31

26
14

25
26

17

29

19
22
16
27

15

10
20
29

13

31

11

August 1991
Sept enber 1990
March 1993

Oct ober 1995
Sept enber 1990

March 1997
August 1993

Novenmber 1993
April 1992

Sept enber 1991

1990
1995

Sept enber
Decenber

January 1992
February 1992
May 1995

Cct ober
Cct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

1993
1995
1990
1991

February 1997

January 1992

July 1991
Decenber

July 1994
August 1993

1990

Oct ober
Sept enber
May 1991
February 1991
January 1992

1990
1990

Cct ober 1990
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Annex |1

MEMBERSHI P OF THE COW TTEE ON THE RI GATS OF THE CHI LD
Nanme of nenber Country of nationality
M. Francesco Paol o FULCl ** Italy
M's. Judith KARP* | srael
M. Yury KOLOSOv* Russi an Federation
M ss Sandra Prunel | a MASON* Bar bados
M's. Nafsiah MBO ** I ndonesi a
Ms. Esther Margaret Queeni e MOKHUANE** South Africa
Ms. Awa N Deye OUEDRAOGO* Bur ki na Faso
M's. Lisbeth PALME* Sweden
M. Chassan Sal i m RABAH** Lebanon
Ms. Marilia SARDENBERG* Brazi |

* Termexpires on 28 February 1999.

**  Term expires on 28 February 2001.



State party

Bangl adesh

Bar bados
Bel ar us
Belize
Beni n

Bhut an
Bolivia

Br azi |
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi

Chad

Chile

Costa Rica

Denocratic People's
Republ i c of Korea

Denocratic Republic
of the Congo

Ecuador

Egypt
El Sal vador

France
Ganbi a

STATUS OF SUBM SSI ON OF REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF

Annex 11

THE CONVENTI ON ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 5 JUNE 1998

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992

force

Sept ember 1990
Novemrber
Cct ober
Sept enber
Sept enmber

1990
1990
1990
1990

Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990
Noverber 1990

Noverber 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1990

1990
1990
1990

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1990
1990

Sept enber
Sept enber

Dat e due

Sept ember 1992
Novemrber
Cct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1992
1992
1992

Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Sept ember 1992
Noverber 1992

Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992

1992
1992
1992

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1992

Sept enber
Sept enber

Date of subm ssion

15

12
12

1
22

14

7
19

14
22
28
13

16

11
23
3

8

Noverber 1995
Sept ember 1996
February 1993
Noverber 1996
January 1997

Sept ember 1992
July 1993
March 1998

January 1997
June 1993

Cct ober 1992
February 1996

February 1998

June 1996
Cct ober 1992
Novenmber 1992

April 1993

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
Add. 49

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
Add. 28

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

38 and
45
14

46
52

19
58

50
18

41

57

44

9 and

GG abed
GL D DHD



State party

Ghana

G enada

Guat emal a

Gui nea

CGui nea- Bi ssau

Holy See
Hondur as
I ndonesi a

Kenya
Mal

Mal t a
Mauritius
Mexi co
Mongol i a
Nam bi a
Nepa

Ni car agua
Ni ger
Paki st an
Par aguay

Per u

Phi | i ppi nes
Por t ugal
Romani a

Russi an Federati on

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992 (continued)

force

20
21
28
15

Sept ember 1990
Decenber 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990

Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1990
Novenber 1990
Cct ober 1990
Decenber 1990
Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990

29
13

29
11
24

19
20
27
14

Dat e due

Sept ember 1992
Decenber 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992

Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992
November 1992
Cct ober 1992
Decenber 1992
Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992

Date of subm ssion

20
24

5
20

11
17

Noverber 1995
Sept ember 1997
January 1995

Noverber 1996

March 1994
May 1993
Novenmber 1992

2 April 1997

26
25
15
20
21

10
12

25
30
13

28

21
17
14
16

Decenber 1997
July 1995

Decenber 1992
Cct ober 1994
Decenber 1992

April 1995
January 1994

January 1993
August 1993 and
Novenber 1996

Cct ober 1992

Sept ember 1993
August 1994
April 1993

Oct ober 1992

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
Add. 26

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
Add. 47

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
Add. 24

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

39
55
33
48

27
17
10 and

53

56
36
11
32
12

34
25

13
22 and

7 and

23
30
16
5

oG obed
GL D DHD



State party

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Senegal
Seychel | es
Si erra Leone
Sudan

Sweden
Togo
Uganda

Ur uguay
Venezuel a

Vi et Nam

Zi mbabwe

Angol a
Argentina

Australia
Bahamas
Bul gari a

Col onmbi a

Cdte d' lvoire
Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus

Date of subm ssion

January 1997
Sept ember 1994

April 1996
Sept ember 1992

Sept ember 1992
February 1996
February 1996
August 1995
July 1997

Sept ember 1992

May 1995

March 1993
January 1996

Sept ember 1995
April 1993

Novenmber 1994
Cct ober 1995

Initial reports due in 1992 (conti nued)

Date of entry into Dat e due
force

2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992 21
2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992 12
7 COctober 1990 6 October 1992

2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992 10
2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992 29
2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992 7
2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992 27
16 Septenber 1990 15 Sept enber 1992 1
20 Decenber 1990 19 Decenber 1992 2
13 October 1990 12 October 1992 9
2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992 30
11 Cctober 1990 10 Cctober 1992 23

Initial reports due in 1993

4 January 1991 3 January 1993

3 January 1991 2 January 1993 17
16 January 1991 15 January 1993 8
22 March 1991 21 March 1993

3 July 1991 2 July 1993 29
27 February 1991 26 February 1993 14
6 March 1991 5 March 1993

7 November 1991 6 Noverber 1993 8
20 Septenber 1991 19 Sept enber 1993 27
9 March 1991 8 March 1993 22

Decenmber 1994

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

Add. 20

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

Add. 21

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

Add. 17

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

51
31

43
3 and

42
40
37
54

4 and

35

2 and

31

29

19
30
24

/S abed
Y oNe<e)



State party

Denmar k
D i bouti
Dom ni ca

Dom ni can Republic

Est oni a

Et hi opi a
Fi nl and
Guyana
Hungary
I srael

Italy
Jamai ca

Jor dan
Kuwai t

Lao People's

Denocratic Republic

Lebanon
Madagascar
Mal aw
Mal di ves

Mauritani a

Myanmar
Ni geri a
Nor way
Panama
Pol and

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1993 (continued)

force

18

5
12
11
20

13
20
13
6
2

5
13
23
20

7

13
18

1
13

15

14
19
7
11
7

August 1991
January 1991
April 1991
July 1991
Novenber 1991

June 1991
July 1991
February 1991
Novenber 1991
Novenber 1991

Cct ober 1991
June 1991
June 1991
Novenmber 1991
June 1991

June 1991
April 1991
February 1991
March 1991

June 1991

August 1991
May 1991
February 1991
January 1991
July 1991

17

11
10
19

12
19
12

12
22
19

12
17
31
12

14

13
18

10

Dat e due

August 1993
January 1993
April 1993
July 1993
Noverber 1993

June 1993
July 1993
February 1993
Novenber 1993
Novenber 1993

Cct ober 1993
June 1993
June 1993
Novenber 1993
June 1993

June 1993
May 1993
January 1993
March 1993

June 1993

August 1993
May 1993
February 1993
January 1993
July 1993

Date of subm ssion

14
17

10
12

28

11
25
25
23
18

21
20

14
19
30
19
11

Sept ember 1993
February 1998

August 1995
Decenber 1994

June 1996

Cct ober 1994
January 1994
May 1993
August 1996
January 1996

Decenber 1994
July 1993

July 1994

Sept enber 1995
July 1995
August 1993
Sept ember 1995
January 1994

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

Add. 37

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

8
39

27
22

34

18
12

35
32

26

28
11

and

gG obed
GL D DHD



State party

Republ i c of Korea
Rwanda

San Marino

Sao Tome and Pri nci pe
Sl oveni a

Spai n

Sri Lanka

The former Yugoslav
Republic of
Macedoni a

Ukr ai ne

United Republic of
Tanzani a

Yemen

Yugosl avi a

Al bani a
Austria
Azer bai j an
Bahr ai n
Bel gi um

Bosni a and Her zegovi na

Canbodi a

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republ i c

Initial

reports due in 1993 (continued)

Date of entry into Dat e due Dat e of submni ssion
force

20 Decenber 1991 19 Decenber 1993 17 Novenber 1994
23 February 1991 22 February 1993 30 Septenber 1992
25 Decenber 1991 24 Decenber 1993

13 June 1991 12 June 1993

25 June 1991 24 June 1993 29 May 1995

5 January 1991 4 January 1993 10 August 1993

11 August 1991 10 August 1993 23 March 1994

17 Septenber 1991 16 Septenber 1993 4 March 1997

27 Septenmber 1991 26 Septenmber 1993 8 Cctober 1993

10 July 1991 9 July 1993

31 May 1991 30 May 1993 14 Novenber 1994
2 February 1991 1 February 1993 21 Septenber 1994

Initial reports due in 1994

28 March 1992 27 March 1994

5 Sept enber 1992 4 Septenber 1994 8 October 1996
12 Sept enber 1992 11 Sept enber 1994 9 Novemrber 1995
14 March 1992 14 March 1994

15 January 1992 14 January 1994 12 July 1994

6 March 1992 5 March 1994

14 Novenber 1992 15 Novenber 1994 18 Decenber 1997
12 January 1992 11 January 1994 17 June 1994

4 July 1992 3 July 1994

23 May 1992 23 May 1994 15 April 1998

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
Rev. 1

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
Add. 38
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

25

13
36

10/

20 and

16

18

65 obed

S O OdO



State party

Chi na

Czech Republic
Equat ori al Cui nea
Cer many

I cel and

I rel and
Latvi a
Lesot ho
Li t huani a
Sl ovaki a

Thai | and

Trini dad and Tobago

Tuni si a

Uni ted Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and
Northern Irel and

Zanbi a

Al geri a

Antigua and Barbuda
Arnmeni a

Canmer oon

Conor os

Congo
Fiji

G eece
I ndi a
Li beria

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1994 (continued)

force

1
1
15
5
27

28
14
9
1
1

26

4
29
15

16

23
10
22

13
12
10
11

April 1992
January 1993
July 1992
April 1992
Noverber 1992

Cct ober 1992
May 1992
April 1992
March 1992
January 1993

April 1992

January 1992
February 1992
January 1992

31
31
14

26

27
13

28
31

25

28
14

Dat e due

March 1994
Decenber 1994
July 1994

May 1994
Novenber 1994

Cct ober 1994
May 1994
April 1994
February 1994
Decenmber 1994

April 1994

January 1994
February 1994
January 1994

Date of subm ssion

27
4

30
30

4

27

6

23
16
16
15

January 1992 4 January 1994
Initial reports due in 1995

May 1993 15 May 1995 16
Noverber 1993 3 Novemrber 1995

July 1993 5 August 1995 19
February 1993 9 February 1995

July 1993 21 July 1995 24
Noverber 1993 12 Novenber 1995

Sept ember 1993 11 Sept enber 1995 12
June 1993 9 June 1995

January 1993 10 January 1995 19
July 1993 3 July 1995

March 1995
March 1996

August 1994
Novenber 1994

April 1996
April 1998
April 1998
August 1996

February 1996
May 1994
March 1994

Noverber 1995
February 1997

March 1998

June 1996

March 1997

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 11

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 5
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 6

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 12
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 20

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 17

CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 13
CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 10
CRC/ T/ 11/ Add. 2
CRC/ T/ 11/ Add. 1,
Add. 9, Add. 15 and
Add. 15/ Corr. 1,
Add. 19

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 4
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 13

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 7

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 10

09 obed
S/ /O fOod0



State party

Li byan Arab Janehiriya

Mar shal | | sl ands

M cronesi a (Federat ed

States of)
Monaco
Mor occo

New Zeal and
Papua New Gui nea
Republic of Ml dova
Sai nt Lucia
Sai nt Vincent and

t he Grenadi nes

Sur i nane

Syrian Arab Republic
Taj i ki stan

Tur knmeni st an

Vanuat u

Af ghani st an
Gabon
Luxenbour g
Japan
Mbzanbi que

Initial

Date of entry into

force

15
3
4

21
21

6
31
25
16
25

31
14
25
20

6

27
11

22
26

May 1993
Novenber
June 1993

1993

July 1993
July 1993

May 1993
March 1993
February 1993
July 1993

November 1993

March 1993
August 1993
Noverber 1993
Cct ober 1993
August 1993

April 1994
March 1994
April 1994
May 1994
May 1994

Date of subm ssion

May 1996
March 1998
April 1996

July 1995

Sept ember 1995

February 1998
Sept ember 1995
April 1998

January 1997

July 1996
May 1996

reports due in 1995 (continued)
Dat e due

14 May 1995 23
2 Novenber 1995 18
3 June 1995 16
20 July 1995
20 July 1995 27
5 May 1995 29
31 March 1995
24 February 1995

15 July 1995
24 Novenber 1995

31 March 1995 13
13 August 1995 22
24 Novenber 1995 14
19 Cctober 1995

5 August 1995 27

Initial reports due in 1996

26 April 1996

10 March 1996

5 April 1996 26
21 May 1996 30
25 May 1996

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.

11

14

N

T9 abed

S O OdO



State party

Georgi a

I raq

Uzbeki st an

Iran (Islamc
Republ i c of)

Naur u

Eritrea
Kazakst an
Kyrgyzst an
Sanpa

Net her | ands
Mal aysi a
Bot swana

Qat ar
Tur key

Sol onon | sl ands
Hai t

South Africa
Pil au

Swazi | and

Tuval u
Si ngapor e
Tonga

Initial

reports due in 1996

(conti nued)

Date of entry into

force

2 July 1994
15 July 1994
29 July 1994
12 August 1994

26 August 1994

2 Septenber 1994
11 Sept enber 1994
6 Noverber 1994
29 Decenber 1994

Dat e due

1 July 1996
14 July 1996
28 July 1996
11 August 1996

25 August 1996

1 Septenber 1996
10 Septenber 1996

5 Novenber 1996
28 Decenber 1996

Date of subm ssion

7 April 1997
6 August 1996

9 Decenber 1997

16 February 1998

Initial reports due in 1997

7 March 1995
19 March 1995
13 April 1995

3 May 1995

4 May 1995

10 May 1995

8 July 1995

16 July 1995

3 Sept enber 1995
6 October 1995

22 Cctober 1995
4 Novenber 1995
6 Decenber 1995

6 March 1997
18 March 1997
12 April 1997

2 May 1997

3 May 1997

9 May 1997
July 1997
July 1997

Sept ember 1997

Cct ober 1997
Novenmber 1997

7
5
3
5 Cctober 1997
1
3
5 Decenber 1997

15 May 1997

4 Decenber 1997

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 51/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 51/ Add.

N

29 obed
S/ /O fOod0



State party

Kiri bat

Ni ue

Li echtenstein
Brunei Darussal am
Andorra

Saudi Arabi a

United Arab Enmirates
Swit zerl and
Cook | sl ands

Initial

reports due in 1998

Date of entry into

Dat e due Date of subm ssion

January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
January 1998

February 1998

reports due in 1999

force
10 January 1996 9
19 January 1996 18
21 January 1996 20
26 January 1996 25
1 February 1996 31
25 February 1996 24
Initial
2 February 1997 1
26 March 1997 25
6 July 1997 5

February 1999
March 1999
July 1999

€9 oabed
S/ /O fOod0
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State party

Bangl adesh
Bar bados
Bel ar us
Bel i ze
Beni n

Bhut an

Bol ivia
Brazi |
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi

Chad

Chile

Costa Rica

Denocratic People's
Republic of Korea

Denocrati c Republic
of the Congo

Ecuador
Egypt

El Sal vador
France
Ganbi a

Chana

Gr enada

Guat emal a

Gui nea

Gui nea- Bi ssau

Holy See
Hondur as
I ndonesi a
Kenya

Mal

Mal t a
Mauri ti us
Mexi co
Mongol i a
Nam bi a

Nepa

Ni car agua
Ni ger
Paki st an
Par aguay

Second periodic reports due in 1997

23
29
17

31
11
20
20

26

oOUR R, R

13

29
11
24

Dat e due

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Novenber
Oct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Sept enber 1997
Novenber 1997

Oct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

1997
1997
1997

Cct ober 1997

Cct ober 1997

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Decenber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Cct ober
Novenmber
Cct ober
Decenber
Cct ober

1997
1997

1997
1997

1997

Dat e of subni ssion

12 August 1997

20 January 1998

18 Sept ember 1997

14 January 1998

12 Novenber 1997

Synmbol_

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 1

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 7

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 2

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 6

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 4



Second periodic reports due in 1997 (continued)

State party

Per u

Phi | i ppi nes
Por t ugal

Romani a

Russi an Federati on

Saint Kitts

and Nevis
Senegal
Seychel | es
Sierra Leone
Sudan

Sweden
Togo
Uganda

Ur uguay
Venezuel a

Vi et Nam
Zi mbabwe

Angol a
Argentina
Australia
Bahanas
Bul gari a

Col onbi a

Cote d'lvoire
Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus

Denmar k

D i bouti

Dom ni ca

Dom ni can Republic
Estoni a

Et hi opi a
Fi nl and
Guyana
Hungary
| srael

Dat e due

Dat e of subni ssion

3 COctober 1997
19 Septenmber 1997
20 Cctober 1997
27 Cctober 1997
14 Sept enmber 1997

25 March 1998

12 January 1998
1 Septenber 1997

Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997

PR OR

1 Septenber 1997
1 Septenber 1997
15 Sept enmber 1997
19 Decenber 1997
12 Cctober 1997

25 Septenber 1997

1 Septenber 1997
10 Cctober 1997

Second periodic reports due in 1998

3 January 1998

2 January 1998
15 January 1998
21 March 1998

2 July 1998

26 February 1998
5 March 1998

7 COctober 1998
19 Septenmber 1998
8 March 1998

17 August 1998

4 January 1998
11 April 1998

10 July 1998

19 Novenber 1998

12 June 1998
19 July 1998
12 February 1998
5 Novenber 1998
1 Novenber 1998

CRC/ C/ 75
page 65

Synmbol_

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 8

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 5

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 3
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Second periodic reports due in 1998 (continued)

State party

Italy

Janmai ca

Jor dan

Kuwai t

Lao People's
Denocratic
Republic

Lebanon
Madagascar
Mal awi
Mal di ves
Mauri tani a

Myanmar
Ni geri a
Nor way
Panama
Pol and

Republ i c of Korea

Rwanda

San Mari no

Sao Tore and
Princi pe

Sl oveni a

Spai n

Sri Lanka

The Former Yugosl av
Republ i c of
Macedoni a

Ukr ai ne

Uni ted Republic
of Tanzani a

Yemen
Yugosl avi a

12
22
19

12
17
31
12
14

13
18

10
19
22

24

12
24

16
26

Dat e due

Dat e of subni ssion

Cct ober 1998
June 1998
June 1998

Novenmber 1998

June 1998

June 1998
April 1998
January 1998
March 1998
June 1998

August 1998
May 1998
February 1998
January 1998
July 1998

Decenmber 1998
February 1998
Decenmber 1998

June 1998
June 1998

January 1998
August 1998

1998
1998

Sept enber
Sept enber

July 1998

May 1998
February 1998

3 February 1998

Synmbol_

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 1



Annex |V

CRC/I C/ 75

page 67

LI'ST OF I NI TI AL REPORTS CONSI DERED BY THE COWM TTEE
ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 5 JUNE 1998

Third session
(January 1993)

Bol i vi a
Sweden
Vi et Nam

Russi an Federati on

Egypt
Sudan

Fourth session

( Sept ember - Cct ober 1993)

| ndonesi a

Peru

El Sal vador

Sudan
Costa Rica
Rwanda

Fifth session
(January 1994)

Mexi co
Nanm bi a
Col onbi a

Romani a
Bel ar us

Sixth session
(April 1994)

Paki st an

Bur ki na Faso

France
Jor dan
Chile
Nor way

State party

reports

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

and 21

WO OhrELN

10

7
9 and 28
3 and 20
8
1

11
12

16
14

13
19
15

18

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Committee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
(prelimnary)

OO~ WN PR

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 7
(prelimnary)
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 8
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 9
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 10
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 11
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 12
(prelimnary)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 14
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 15
(prelimnary)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 16
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 17

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 18
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 19
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 20
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 21
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 22
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 23



CRC/ C/ 75
page 68

Sevent h session

( Sept emmber - Cct ober

Hondur as
| ndonesi a

Madagascar

Par aguay

Spai n
Argentina

Ei ghth session
(January 1995)

Phi | i ppi nes

Col onbi a
Pol and
Janmai ca
Denmar k

Uni ted Ki ngdom

Ninth session
(May-June 1995)

State party

reports

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

17
10 and 26
5
22

6
2 and 17

23
3
11
12
8

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 1

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Committee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 25
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 26
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 27
(prelimnary)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 28
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 35
(adopted at the
ei ghth session)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 29
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 31
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 32
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 33
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 34

Ni car agua
Canada
Bel gi um
Tuni si a
Sri Lanka

Tenth session

(Cct ober - Novenber

Italy
Ukr ai ne
Cer many
Senegal
Por t ugal
Holy See

1995)

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 25
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 3
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 4
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 2
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 13

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 18

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 10/ Rev. 1

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 5
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 31
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 27

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

36
37
38
39
40

41
42
43
44
45
46



El event h session
(January 1996)

Yenmen

Mongol i a

Federal Republic
of Yugosl avi a

I cel and

Republic of Korea

Croatia

Fi nl and

Twel fth session
(May-June 1996)

Lebanon
Zi mhabwe
Chi na
Nepa

Guat emal a

Cyprus

Thirteenth session
( Sept ember - Cct ober 1996)

Mor occo

Ni geri a

Ur uguay

Uni ted Ki ngdom
(Hong Kong)

Mauriti us

Sl oveni a

Fourteenth session
(January 1997)

Et hi opi a

Myanmar

Panama

Syrian Arab Republic
New Zeal and

Bul gari a

State party reports

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 20
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 32

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 26
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 6
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 21
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 19
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 22

CRC/ C/ 18/ Add. 23
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 35
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 34
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 33
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 24

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 1
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 26
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 37

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 9
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 36
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 25

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 27
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 28
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 2
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 3
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 29

CRC/I C/ 75

page 69

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Committee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

47
48

49
50
51
52
53

54
55
56
57
58
59

60
61
62

63
64
65

66
67
68
69
70
71



CRC/ C/ 75
page 70

Fifteenth session
(May-June 1997)

Cuba

Ghana
Bangl adesh
Par aguay
Al geria
Azer bai j an

Si xt eenth sessi on
( Sept ember - Cct ober 1997)

Lao People's
Denocratic Republic

Australia

Uganda

Czech Republic

Trini dad and Tobago

Togo

Sevent eenth session
(January 1998)

Li byan Arab Janehiriya
I rel and
Feder at ed St ates of

M cronesi a

Ei ght eenth sessi on
(May-June 1998)

Hungary

Denocrati c People's
Republic of Korea

Fiji

Japan

Mal di ves

Luxembourg

State party reports

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 39
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 38 and 49
CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 22 and 47
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 4
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 8

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 32
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 31
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 40
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 11
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 10
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 42

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 6
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 12

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 5

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 34

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 41
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 1
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 33 and 37
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 2

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Committee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

72
73
74
75
76
77

78
79
80
81
82
83

84
85

86

87

88
89
90
91
92



Annex V

PROVI SI ONAL LI ST OF REPORTS SCHEDULED FOR CONSI DERATI ON
AT THE COW TTEE' S NI NETEENTH AND TWENTI ETH SESSI ONS

Ni neteenth session
(21 Septenber-9 Cctober

Ecuador

I raq
Thai | and
Kuwai t

Bol i vi a
Sweden

Twentieth session
(4-22 January 1999)

Bar bados
Austria
Bel i ze
Gui nea
Chad

Hondur as
Yemen

1998)

Initial reports

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 44
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Annex VI
Di scussion day - 5 Cctober 1998
GENERAL DI SCUSSI ON ON “CHI LDREN LI VING IN A WORLD W TH Al DS”
Qutline

“Children living in a wrld with AIDS” is the theme for the next genera
di scussion of the Comrittee on the Rights of the Child. The discussion wll
take place on 5 Cctober 1998 during the nineteenth session of the Committee at
the United Nations Ofice at CGeneva. United Nations bodies and specialized
agenci es as well as non-governnental organizations and individual experts are
invited to take part.

The purpose of the general discussions is to foster a deeper
under st andi ng of the contents and inplications of the Convention as they
relate to specific topics. The discussions are public. The decision to
devote a day of discussion to this topic was taken by the Cormittee at its
seventeenth session in accordance with rule 75 of its provisional rules of
procedure.

Since its identification in the early 1980s, AIDS has drastically
changed the world in which all children live. It is estimted that since the
begi nning of the epidemic close to 4 mllion children under 15 years old have
been infected worl dwi de, and that nearly 3 mllion of them have died. The
i mpact of HIV/AIDS in the daily lives of children is enornous as they all run
the potential risk of being infected with or affected by H V/ Al DS

The history of the epidem c has shown that vul nerable persons, including
children, are the nost likely to be infected. Infection increases
vul nerability as it exposes victins to discrimnation and injustice. This
vicious circle, which affects in particular the devel opi ng world, where nore
than 90 per cent of infected people live, has a huge inpact on the future of
our societies because nost infected people are in their peak productive and
reproductive years. The AIDS epidenic therefore threatens the social and
econoni ¢ devel opnent of all States, especially the npost fragile ones.
According to the United Nations Devel opnent Programre (UNDP), severa
countries have already fallen in the ranking of the Human Devel opnent | ndex
mai nly as a consequence of the reduction of |ife expectancy and economnic

producti on due to AIDS
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Initially, children were considered to be only marginally affected
by the epidemc. However, the international comunity has di scovered that
unfortunately, children are at the heart of the problem According to
UNAIDS - the Joint United Nations Programre on H V/ AIDS - the npst recent
trends are alarmng: in nost parts of the world, the majority of new
i nfections are in young peopl e between the ages of 15 and 24, sonetines
younger. Wonen are al so increasingly becom ng infected: in 1997, 46 per cent
of the people who died of AIDS were wonen. In nost regions of the world,
the vast mpjority of infected women do not know they are infected and may
unknowi ngly infect their children before or during birth or through
breastfeeding. Over 90 per cent of the children who have acquired the virus
were infected by their H V-positive nothers. Consequently, nany States have
recently registered an increase in their infant and child nortality rates.

Young adol escents are also vulnerable to H V/ AlDS because their first
sexual experience nay take place in an environment in which they have no
access to proper information and gui dance. Young people who are drug users
are, of course, at high risk

H V/ Al DS has al so generated double victimzation of children living in
especially difficult circunstances, such as victins of sexual exploitation
forced and exploitative |labour, detention, forced recruitnment, extreme poverty
and drug addiction and children nenbers of such groups as asylum seekers and
unacconpani ed and refugee children. Those children are proportionally at
hi gher risk of infection by the virus. Because HIVis primarily transmtted
t hrough sexual intercourse, discrimnatory attitudes with respect to sex
often lead to the stigmatizati on and marginalization of children |iving and
interacting with persons with H V/ Al DS

In the absence of a cure or a vaccine, the main way of slow ng the
spread of H'V is prevention. The Convention on the Rights of the Child
contai ns human rights whose enforcenent is extrenely relevant in preventing
and conbating the spread of Al DS anpbng chil dren and adol escents and avoi di ng
their being adversely affected by the disease and its consequences. This wll
be the starting point for the discussion

Al too often, the issue of children and AIDS is perceived as mainly a
medi cal problem although in reality it touches on a rmuch w der range of
issues. In this regard the right to health (article 24 of the Convention)

will be central to the discussion. But AIDS inpacts so heavily on the |ives
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of all children that it affects all their rights - civil, political
economi c, social and cultural. The general principles of the Convention -

non-di scrimnation (art. 2), the best interests of the child (art. 3), the
right to life, survival and devel opment (art. 6), respect for the views of the
child (art. 12) - will therefore be the guiding themes in the consideration of
this issue at all levels of the fight against the disease: prevention, care
and protection.

Adequat e preventive measures can only be provided to children and
adol escents if their rights are fully respected, including their right to
access information and material ained at the pronotion of their social
spiritual and noral well-being and physical and nmental health (art. 17), their
right to preventive health care and fam |y planni ng educati on and services
(art. 24 (f)), their right to an appropriate standard of living (art. 27) and
their right to privacy (art. 16).

Protecti on and adequate care can only be provided in an environnent
whi ch pronotes and protects all rights, especially the right not to be
separated from parents (art. 9), the right to privacy (art. 16), the right to
be protected fromviolence (art. 19), the right to special protection and
assistance by the State (art. 20), the rights of children with disabilities
(art. 23), the right to health (art. 24), the right to social security,
i ncludi ng social insurance (art. 26), the right to education and | eisure
(arts. 28 and 31), the right to be protected from econom c exploitation, from
illicit use of narcotic drugs and from sexual exploitation (arts. 32, 33, 34
and 36), the right to be protected from abduction, sale and trafficking as
well as torture or other cruel, inhuman or degradi ng treatnent or punishnent
(arts. 35 and 37), and the right to physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and
soci al reintegration (art. 39).

Experi ence has shown that many obstacl es hinder delivery of effective
prevention and care services and the support of conmunity initiatives on
H V/ AIDS. Denial that a problemexists can block the political and individua
commi t ment needed for effective progranmes. Financial, technical and human
resources to support conmunity-based action are difficult to nobilize. 1In too
many cases, even essential services are limted, poorly managed or technically
unsound.

The Conmittee on the Rights of the Child and its w de range of partners

clearly has a role to play in facilitating the shaping of a proper environnent
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within all States to lift taboos, provoke constructive dial ogue, and pronote
and protect all the rights of the child living in a world with AIDS. The main
objectives of the theme day will therefore be as foll ows:

(a) To strengthen the identification and understanding of all the
human rights of children living in a world with AIDS and eval uate their status
at the national |evel

(b) To pronote the general principles of the Convention in the context
of HHV/AIDS, including the rights of the child to be protected from
di scrimnation and to have his or her views taken into account;

(c) To identify neasures and good practices to increase the |evel of
i npl enentation by States of rights related to the prevention of H V/ Al DS and
the care and protection of children infected with or affected by the virus;
to devel op appropriate nodels of advocacy to pronmote the rights of the child
in the context of HHV/ AIDS at all |evels (governnental, intergovernnental,
non- government al , professional groups, etc.), and in all sectors of society,
including in the fanmily and at school

(d) To contribute to the formulation and pronotion of child-oriented
policies, strategies and progranmes to prevent and conmbat HI V/ AIDS at the
national |evel

(e) To pronote at the national |evel the adoption of guidelines
on HIV/AIDS and child rights, in the light of the Guidelines on H V/ Al DS
and Hurman Rights jointly issued by the Ofice of the United Nations
Hi gh Commi ssi oner for Human Rights and the Joint United Nations Programe
on H V/ Al DS

In this framework, the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child invites
written contributions on all the issues and topics nmentioned above, which
shoul d be sent before 15 August 1998 to:

Committee on the Rights of the Child

Secretari at

O fice of the Hi gh Conmm ssioner for Human Ri ghts

Pal ai s des Nations, 1211 Geneva 10 - Switzerl and
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